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PREFACE TO FOURTH EDITION. 



rilHIS Manual has been some years out of print. 
Week by week copies have been called for, but 
hitherto I have not had leisure to revise it. Half 
of the present edition is new matter ; and all has 
been carefully revised. 

May it be more and more blessed in the hands 
of all who come to the help of the Lord in His 
great work, in all the Churches 1 

Edinburgh, January 1874. 



PREFACE TO SECOND EDITION. 



TN acceding to the call for another edition, I take 
"*" the opportunity of expressing my cordial 
thanks for the indulgent and favourable notice 
which this little volume has received, both from 
the public press and from many private Christians 
interested in the work of Home Missions. 

These latter have been addressed to me from 
some of the highest in rank in the land, one of 
whom, in writing that the Manual is "the very 
guide for which he longed," is pleased to add, 
that " we," the nobility, " deserve to pay yet more 
enormously of poor-tax, prison-tax, and otherwise, 
until we break off our sins by visiting the working- 
classes in their own houses, and treating them in 
all respects as our brethren." 

I rejoice also in this opportunity of acknowledg- 
ing the pleasure it gives me to know that it circu- 
lates in translation as the handbook of the Innefi\ 
or Home-Mission of Germany. 



Vlll PREFACE. 

The organs of every section of the Christian 
Church have received it with a friendly welcome. 
This gratifies me the more, that it is my object 
to promote Christian rather than denominational 
ascendancy. 

I trust that the alterations and enlargements of 
this edition will be deemed improvements by those 
for whose benefit it is published, and will render 
it more than ever a safe guide in surveying the 
haWest-field before us, and in teaching the manner 
in which the labourers may most successfully arise 
and reap. 

I have only to repeat, that while engaged in 
revising these pages I have been discharging 
onerous duties, and subjected to countless inter- 
ruptions, and I am far from supposing that many 
inaccuracies do not occur, which might have been 
avoided. I have felt, I trust, in writing, that it is 
a small thing to be judged of man's judgment; 
He that judgeth us is the Lord. 

May He pardon what is inconsistent with His 
revealed will in these pages, and condescend, in 
what is true to wield so feeble an instrumentality 
for the advancement of His praise ! 
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CHAPTER I. 

Kiiles to be observed by the district visiting association — First 
words on visiting from house to house — Statistics— Form 
of note-book — Mode of dealing with cases of poverty, fre- 
quently the fruit of depravity, yet sometimes inflicted 
directly by the hand of God — Cases of proud self-conceit 
— Persons opposing on the ground of Popery, Infidelity, 
Atheism — Controversy to be eschewed, yet not invariably. 

npHE duty of being engaged in this work is ad- 
-^ mitted to devolve on each worthy member of 
the Church of Christ. We therefore proceed to lay 
down the arrangements and details as adopted and 
practised in connection with Dr Chalmers's Terri- 
torial Church, West Port, EdinburgL We are not 
so vain as to think that, on every point, we have 
reached perfection, and that none of the details is 
susceptible of improvement; yet the following rules 
and plan of procedure have been found the best, 
after thirty years experience. There are doubtless 
varieties in the external relations and employments 
of the people, advantages and disadvantages ^^^x^r 
liar to the city, town, village, or occw^^\A.OTi& \s^ 



2 DUTIES OF MEMBERS. 

which they are engaged. Of course, parties mnst 
and will adapt their operations to such peculiari- 
ties. It is confidently believed, however, that the 
more closely they keep to the following model the 
better. 

The visitors are formed into a society consisting 
of two divisions ; the ladies forming the one branch, 
and the gentlemen the other. They meet at least 
monthly — it would be better if they could meet 
oftener — at which the reports to be afterwards 
described are given in, and all relevant matters dis- 
cussed and deliverances given. The ladies meet 
during the day, and the gentlemen in the evening. 
At both, the minister attends and presides. A dis- 
trict of not more inhabitants than two thousand 
souls, or four hundred families, is fixed upon con- 
tiguous to the church. This locality is subdivided 
into districts of twenty families each. For each of 
these a male and a female visitor are appointed ; 
the full complement of visitors for each scheme is 
^erefore twenty of eacL 

It is considered desirable, from the beginning, 
that the ladies and gentlemen should meet to- 
gether; and, to give an opportunity for this, a 
meeting of both branches is held once a-quarter. 
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Though it is expedient that they visit separately, 
yet it is obviously of iadvantage that they often 
compare notes, and avoid antagonistic operations, 
in which the object of both is to do good to the 
families of the same district. The special duties of 
the ladies are to seek out children fit for school, to 
use immediate influence with the parents to send 
them. When they are induced, to watch that they 
attend regularly and punctually, and to mark the 
progress of the children in education. By which 
word we mean the mental and physical, the intel- 
lectual and moral training of the child, in habits of 
cleanliness, decency, civility, good manners, and 
kindliness to each other ; and not merely reading, 
writing, and arithmetic, with cognate mechanical 
acquisitions, which are doubtless essential, but only 
as means to an end. It is likewise their special 
charge to superintend the industrial operations of 
the girls under the female teacher, such as sewing, 
knitting, washing, dressing, &c. The duties of the 
gentlemen include all these as far as they are com- 
petent to the task; but, especially, they are ex- 
pected to seek opportunities of intercourse with 
the husbands, the fathers, and the young men. As 
the male portion of the people are u«v\siSL^ w^^ %x» 
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work during the day, it is difficult to come into 
contact with them. To obviate this, I have been 
wont to got courses of lectures delivered on the 
winter evenings once a-week, on all subjects likely 
to interest the men. Both parties are expected to 
embrace every opening of Providence, such as 
bereavement, sickness, want of work, and many 
other privations, to speak a word for God, and, if 
there seem to be time, to read a portion of the 
Bible. As soon as possible, a district prayer-meet- 
ing is to be held weekly by the gentleman, to 
which both he and the lady will find work enough 
to induce a few to continue to come. A few weeks 
will suffice to discover a person, an aged woman, 
probably, in good favour with the neighbours, 
willing to give her room, an hour a-week, for this 
purpose. And now arises tlie question in many a 
breast, as we enter the house of family after family, 
What are we to say ? Our Saviour's advice to the 
seventy is the best that we can give to you — " Into 
whatsoever house ye enter, say first, Peace he to this 
home." This is the key that will unlock the door 
of the heart most firmly barred against you. " The 
omnipotent power of kindness'' is one of the golden 
maxims of tiie lamented Father of our Territorial 
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Scheme. It was the spirit of grace and supplica- 
tion poured out upon yourselves, that opened your 
eyes to look upon Him whom you had pierced, 
that melted your heart and made you mourn for 
Him as one moumeth for an only son, and made 
you to feel as one in bitterness for his first-bom ; — 
when all the bitter fruits of your sin — and all the 
terrors of divine and righteous vengeance — and all 
the flaming lightnings of Sinai's fiery law, only 
rendered your heart more obdurate. It is not 
otherwise with your fellow-sinners. If they have 
already looked to Him and been lightened, that 
light will be reflected from them through all their 
house. You will soon know if the Son or Daughter 
of Peace is within. In the name of Christ, in the 
spirit of Christ, for the sake of Christ, seek admis- 
sion, for your Lord seek a reception ; that obtained, 
there will then be room and a welcome for you and 
every other good word that you bring. Verily, 
you have no need to be ashamed of your message, 
or to shrink, like Jonah, from carrying it to them 
to whom it is sent. You proclaim not destruction 
but salvation. You proclaim not divine vengeance, 
but divine forgiveness; instant andcomi^Ut^^^^ovj^- 
cUmtion to every one who will. Yo\i ipto^vccL \nsA. 
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that SO many are doomed, irrevocably doomed, to 
death, because of the number and enormity of their 
sins, and because divine forbearance is exhausted ; 
but free as the air of heaven, boundless as the woes 
of human worthlessness, you proclaim the King of 
Zion's pleasure, that whosoever will may drink of 
the water of life freely. It is amazing that we 
should ever be ashamed of our message ; that, in 
pride and want of faith, we should ever put forward 
any device for the amelioration of human sin and 
misery other than the gospel of the grace of God. 
It is wondrous that every Christian does not take 
up the words of Paul, and use them as the expres- 
sion of his inmost heart — "God forbid that I should 
glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ." 
Surely, when the times of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord shall come upon his weary 
heritage, believers will catch the words; proclaim 
them in an undying hosannah over the millions of 
the perishing ; cause the cry to be reiterated from 
tongue to tongue, day by day — wafted on the mid- 
night breezes, night by night ; and never, never let 
it for one moment cease till all our fellow-men, 
living in sin, dying in darkness, shall be reconciled 
to God — ^regenerated — saved \ 
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Let nothing come into competition with this, 
even the simple announcement of the gospel, and 
the commandment of the Father, that every one 
that hears the gospel shall, on that instant, believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ and be saved. Many 
other things will fall to be spoken of, and most 
properly, but prayerfully keep it on your spirits, 
that all things are to be subsidiary to this. 

Having got admission, you will proceed to note 
down in the book, which is ruled ia the form of 
which an example follows, the answers to the 
various questions therein contained : — 
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Dcpo*H in Ssvlnn' 
Bmk or Tuu^) 



onHmUth.UiiInu, 
Circunntnnan, 
lt«lle;imK Condi- 
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Estimate the amount of accommodation — the 
number of inmates distinctly, marking parents and 
children from lodgers, &c. — ^name the church and 
school which they claim as theirs. Here note the 
trade and wages of parent and children. The 
Savings* Bank, a good test of sober and frugal 
habits. If a pauper, it is of importance to notice 
if the parent is not a drunkard, and the children, 
so far as their living by begging or stealing de- 
serves the name of support, are not otherways pro- 
vided for, as the money paid by the parochial 
board will be frequently found to be applied to the 
legalised manufacture of more paupers in the 
whisky-shops. Any remarks regarding their state 
of mind, or the probability of improvement, may 
be placed in the last column, or inserted -on the 
other side of the page. It is considered expedient 
not to make the reports too complicated. 

If you find them busy, or chary about answering 
every question, or scowling with manifest suspicion 
at what they conceive an unwarrantable interfer- 
ence on the part of a stranger, prudence will dictate 
that you do not press your inquiries on that occa- 
sion, and that you do not prolong your visit. The 
henrts of many are soured -witYi Tv^^^cJt, wA 
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darkened by jealousies and unfounded prejudices 
against all that are of higher rank than themselves, 
which designing, or at least foolish, parties have 
taught them to cherish ; but they will soon come 
to see that you have their real good sincerely at 
heart, and then how they will take you to their 
heart's confidence, for they have never known the 
comfort in many a case of the possession of a real 
friend ! You will not forget the saying of Dr 
Chalmers, that the way into a man's heart is in at 
the door of his house. Let me add, that the way 
into the hearts of parents is through their children. 
Never forget the names of parents or children, or 
the various trades, or occupations, or places, or 
masters or mistresses. Hence the value of the 
note-book containing statistics. When any change 
occurs, instantly correct your book. 

Avoid calling a working man Master ; for the 
poor have as keen a sense of incongruity as any 
class of society. At the same time, never forget 
the Bible command, " Honour all men." " Be 
pitiful, be courteous." Never enter a house with- 
out knocking at the door, though it were the 
poorest cellar or the meanest garret. A little^ 
rejection will teach you it is all tVie tjvot^ Tveedfdl 
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on this very account so to act. You may fancy 
that you secure an entrance by opening the door 
and going right forward, before they have had time 
to bar it against you, under the prfetence that they 
have gone out. Eather let them have that advan 
tage if they will, than put yourself into a position 
in which they are entitled to feel that you have 
taken an undue advantage. Though you get them 
by such means, you have excited a prejudice that 
repels your message, because of indignation at your 
conduct and dislike to your person. You may find, 
on entering at twelve or one o'clock, that they are 
at dinner ; in such a case withdraw instantly, even 
though they press you to come forward. They are 
perhaps eating breakfast and dinner at once, because 
they had no breakfast to take. If they are now 
eating something warm and comfortable, tell them 
that you will soon return, but that you will not 
deprive them of a needed diet one moment, and of 
the enjoyment of eating it in a seasonable conditioru 
They will be grateful for being left at such a time, 
and they will esteem you for your sympathy in 
showing that you reflect that they like a good dinner 
as well as yourself, and that you are pleased when 
they have such an enjoyment. In ever^ Ai-asfc \aks6 
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- .y 

off your hat as soon as you enter, and, if there be 
a seat, sit down, and show yourself at home with 
all convenient speed. It will make them feel at 
home in your presence. They are liable to ascribe 
it to your pride and your contempt for them, when 
you stand in the floor with your hat on, and question 
them ; they know that gentlemen never do this to 
each other, and they are prone to leap to the con- 
clusion, " We are treated thus because we and our 
homes are poor." As a general rule, never make 
your visits long ; rather let tliem be frequent. They 
may be hastening with some piece of work on 
which their supper, or even their continuance in 
their humble dwelling, depends, and every minute 
you spend in reading even the Word of God, may 
be stirring up the most agonising reflections both 
against you and it. There may be exceptions to 
this general rule ; but you will soon learn by their 
entreaties whether they wish you to prolong your 
stay. Ever speak of the grace of God — of the gift 
of Christ — of the love of the Spirit. Let this be 
the foundation of all — ^let this permeate all — let 
this be the apex of all. Seek at the throne of grace 
to learn the divine art of preaching Christ unto 
£^61121 Yon will find every unconveTted ^eiT«»cA\, 



people's replies and apologies. 1 3 

the dead fohnalist fully as readily as the open 
profligate, desirous to lead you away from this, and 
the subtlety of the adversary is at their service to 
help their dexterity in parrying the stroke at their 
hearts and consciences. Some of them will tell you 
that they do not belong to your church, and that 
there are points of which they do not approve in it ; 
others will tell you that they do not object to your 
church, they are so liberal that they do not love 
one church more than another — that in their view 
they are equally lovely, which plainly means that 
they love none at all; others will tell you, that 
though not of your church, they think more of it 
than their own ; and then they commence a string 
of complaints against their minister, or elder, or 
some one connected with their congregation. In 
all such cases, it is advisable to give no countenance 
to such conversation, which, if not profane, is at 
least vain jangling, which ministers no grace, no 
profit. Others will tell you that they go to the 
Parish Church. I remember of being constrained to 
remark, that if all went to the Parish Church who 
said they ^Md, it would require to be seated for 
60,000 or 70,000. I asked at one woman, who 
said she went to the Parish CVvuyc\\, viVaO^x Oasix^ 
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was her parish church — she had lived for years in 
the West Port. She shirked the question. At my 
pressing her, she blushed, looked up Lady Lawson's 
Wynd, observed the Reformed Presbyterian church, 
now at George IV. Bridge, and sillily said, "There's 
a church, sir ! " Others will tell you, that as all 
ministers are greedy, and lazy, and worthless, and 
all sincere and devout elders, and deacons, and 
people are hypocrites, for the sake of avoiding bad 
company, they consider it safer and better to remain 
at home and read their Bible, which they believe, 
they say, but they do not think, apparently, that 
any man who attempts to obey its precepts believes 
it — he, forsooth, is a hypocrite. Others will tell 
you that they are not of your religion ; that they 
will show you that your religion is a false one, an 
upstart and modem delusion. 

Shortly after entering on our arduous missionary 
pastorate, I made a plunge into what was con- 
fessedly the most sunken portion of the West 
Port. It was a cold and drizzly winter day. Door 
after door was slammed in my face up to the 
seventh. My courage, patience gave way. Lifting 
up my heart to the Lord in the dark and filthy 
jnassa^e, I vowed that if I was treated in the same 
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way with the next, the seventh, I would hold the 
evidence complete, the intimation decisive, that I 
was not called to such a work, and that I would 
forthwith announce my resignation to Dr Chalraei-s. 
Instantly I felt I had done wrong ; for how could 
I hear the look of the Christian hero 1 Most 
gently I knocked at the rickety door. My anxiety 
may be imagined ; it cannot be described. At 
length I heard footsteps within. The door was 
opened only about two or three inches. A large 
and unwieldy piece of shoemaker humanity, hailing 
from Ireland, appeared. His hair seemed never to 
have been touched with either comb or razor ; as 
for his face, no one could describe its original, it 
was so ingrained with filth and dust. He had 
neither coat nor vest ; his shirt-sleeves, if shirt it 
was, were turned up to his shoulders, exposing 
arms of the same colour and cleanliness with liis 
face. Eyeing mc with a penetrating look, half 
stem, half funny — ^for when will you drive fun and 
good manners out of an Irishman ? — ^he asked, 
boldly, " What do you want, plaise 1 " I told him 
my name, that I had been appointed to visit every 
family in the West Port, and speak to the people 
about the salvation of their soula, awflL\l\vfc^<^^sy^^ 
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to admit me, I would speak to him. All this I 
uttered with a soft voice, and as much suavity as 
possible. "I*m not of your religion, sir." I re- 
plied, I know of only one true religion, that of the 
Bible ; if he was of any other, it was plain one of 
us was wrong. "I'm not of your Church, sir." 
I know also of only one true Church, that of our 
Lord Jesus Christ; and if he belonged to any other, 
it was time we had a conversation about it. 
"Eleven thousand years are better than three 
hundred, sir." Of course, the one is a much larger 
number than the other ; but I do not see the rela- 
tion between that and the true Church. " I mane 
that my Church is eleven thousand years old, and 
yours is only three hundred." Indeed ; do you 
know that this present world is not six thousand 
years old yet? and your Church existed five 
thousand years before Adam was created — ^not to 
speak of Peter, who was bom not two thousand 
years ago. Do tell me about the Popes that lived 
not only before him, but five thousand years before 
Adam. In pity to me, you must tell me somewhat 
about all this. Seeing he had got into a quagmire 
about numbers, as so-called more learned men have 
done, he exclaimed, "Where was yowi CWtcIl 
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before Luther 1 " Where yours never was, sir. 
" Where was that, plaise 1 " In the Bible, sir. 
Throwing open the door as widely as it would 
swing, he cried, "You're a frank gentleman, any- 
how ; won't you come in ? " I should have been in 
long ago, if you had only let me. I gladly entered, 
and sat down on a great stone. Our friend sat 
down to his work. His wife had gone out on a 
message. Though the house was poorly furnished, 
yet I saw an empty cradle. So your wife has the 
baby out, cold as the day is. He looked at the 
cradle, then at me, while his lips quivered. He 
had been seized with fever, next his wife; the baby 
had suffered for want of nourishment, want of 
attention ; at length death desolated the cradle. 
As he gave the narrative of woe, the big, burly 
Irish shoemaker wept like a child. " We have had 
to part with much in our poverty, but I'll die 
before I part with that cradle." I found that he 
could read, that he had a Bible, was quick in intel- 
lect and in conscience, as well as tender in heart. 
The end with him was that he became as intelli- 
gent and sound a Bible Christian as I have ever 
known ; and the end with me was, that I never 
thought ot heating a retreat again. 
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Yet, as a general rule, it is better to avoid con- 
troversy, because, though you triumphantly defeat 
the person in argument, he has a grudge against 
you for befooling him before his fellows ; you have 
wounded his pride, and to a natural man that is an 
injury that cannot be forgiven. He will meet you 
with a sullen scowl for months afterwards. Tell 
them you came not to speak of churches, and 
ministers, and elders ; that, granting they were all 
as bad as alleged, that is no reason why we should 
scorn salvation pressed upon our instant acceptance, 
and so wilfully seal the ruin of our immortal souls. 
Keep if possible to this, and you will find these 
will be no want of words on the other side to avoid 
God's message. Men are not able — at least until 
long and painful efforts have been made, and they 
have been given up in just and fearful retribution 
to beheve a lie at last — to convince themselves, in 
the face of the plain, and free, and full invitations 
of the gospel to every human being, and therefore 
to them, that there is any power in the universe 
hindering them from yieldmg but their own cher- 
ished wilfulness ; and they have a sense, notwith- 
standing their objections about unconditional 
election^ divine sovereignty, and the like, that this 
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istitutes the very gravamen of all their sin. 
ik to leave on their minds a sense of the fearful 
th, that thig sin is accumulating on their guilty 
lis every moment during which they continue 
■j of Christ and unsaved. Men will readily dis- 
is with you the question, whether there is more 
godliness among the rich or the poor — ^whether 
I latter are more sinned against than sinning — 
ether there is less guilt in making no profession, 
1 in going to no church, or in making a profes- 
n, going to church, having a form of godliness, 
1 denying the power thereof. But it is better 
avoid all such questions, and to labour to leave 
impression on your fellow-sinners' consciences, 
I to keep it on your own, that in going down to 
pit of woe, we go trampling under our feet, and 
fiilly refusing and rejecting, the unspeakable 
i of God. Another thing may be noticed, that 
h is the homage that ungodliness reluctantly 
Ids to the voice of conscience, that out of two 
usand souls in our plebeian portion of the city, 
have not found twenty persons who fearlessly 
[ shamelessly avowed that they went to no place 
vorship. The common refuge of the non-church- 
ig Is the Parish Church, or the churcVv \yo 'wVa^c^x 
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they or their parents went many years ago. One 
person lately told me that she attended Dr Jones, 
a minister of Edinburgh, dead many years aga 
Of course I brought her to confess the truth, by 
asking her if she heard him last Sabbath. She 
hesitated to say yes, and I charged her with the 
true state of the matter. 

When you have got them to confess their non- 
church-going habits, the ready refuge to which tliey 
usually flee is want of proper clothes. You tell 
them that the church is open for the poorest, and 
that they may be poor, yet they may be clean, and 
decent, and spiritual, acceptable worshippers never- 
theless ; that man looketh on the outward appear- 
ance, but the Lord looketh on the heart They 
answer, All that, they know, is true ; that it is a 
duty and a privilege to be in the house of Grod on 
the Lord's day ; that they would gladly embrace 
the opportunity, if they had fit clothing, to be 
decent-like among their neighbours; that people 
who have been accustomed to better things, and 
who have seen better days, feel, &c.; and they 
land the whole blame of absence, like our first 
parents for their first sin, on the doing and the 
providence of God; and plainly tlvey determine to 
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occupy the standing of the unfortunate victim 
rather than that of the guilty criminal You admit, 
as you ought, that it is a trial to go to church with 
everyday clothes, that it is not so pleasant to the 
feelings as if they went, like their fathers, in a 
Sabbath dress ; but you should remind them, as 
they claim to be believers, and indulge the hope of 
safety ; — dying as they are, that Jesus Clirist, the 
Master, has said, " Whosoever will follow me, let 
him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, else 
he cannot be my disciple ;" that it was trying to 
our fathers to consent to be thrust into prison, to 
be tried, condemned, and led out into the Grass- 
market to be burned, as the price of their adherence 
to Christ and His cause -, that they would surely 
confess that this was a severer cross than going to 
church on the Lord's day with humble clothes; 
and if they renounced the Saviour's cause for the 
lighter cross, did they think they would have borne 
the heavier ? 

There is an extreme on both sides to be avoided. 
On the one hand, it is wrong to tell them that they 
should feel no difficulty — their consciousness tells 
them there is, and so they are indignant at your 
want of sympathy; they feel warranted to «»^"^ ^\\}wi». 



22 PERNICIOUS RESULTS. 

their hearts, That person does not know that the 
poor have feelings ; let him or her try to go to 
church ill dressed because he can get no better, 
and then he would feel more for the sorrows of the 
poor. On the other hand, many well-meaning and 
most benevolent persons have concluded that the 
objection, want of clothes, being obviated, the poor 
are at once church-goers r-nd Christianised ; they 
declare so sincerely, that, if they had clothes, they 
would be glad to go. Hence the giving mania 
finds vent, and the pauperising tide rushes forth 
amain. Gatherings of old clothes are set a-going ; 
societies are formed to supply the poor with clothes 
for church ; loan societies, I believe, have been 
organised to lend them on Saturday evening, to be 
returned on Monday. We cannot say these last 
exist, for, we suppose, a few months serve to ex- 
haust their gatherings; the well-stocked pawn-shops 
prove that. Though the donors understood the 
articles to be a loan, the donees understand no such 
thing. 

The consequence is, deeper debauchery, more 
sickening depravity. If people will but wait to 
think on such subjects, we undertake to show them 
that tliis result is not so much owing to the intense 
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depravity of such persons as to the philosophy of 
the case. It is not want of clothes that keeps these 
persons out of church against their will ; it is not 
t^at the 84th Psalm gives expression to their 
aspirations ; the very opposite is their state of mind. 
Let me mention a single fact corroborative of the 
charge. Our Wednesday evening prayer-meeting 
in the school-room is attended by the people, at our 
request, in their everyday clothes, though they 
haye better, for the purpose of inducing their 
neighbours, who have no Sabbath dress, to join 
them on a footing of equality. 

The objectors on account of want of clothes are 
told of this, and uivited, there at least, to come and 
worship. 

How many of them come 1 Not one in fifty 1 
They have an intense aversion to the exercises of 
the Church, to the truths there proclaimed and 
enforced upon their consciences. Matthew Henry 
says, " If praying does not make a man renounce 
his sins, his sins will make him renounce praying." 
It will likewise cause him to hate the house of 
prayer. Such men abhor the thought of God; they 
would endure almost anything to be made sure 
that there is no God. Any system of infidelity or 
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atheism they Mdll grasp with all their hearty and 
believe in all unbelief, if conscience would let them. 
They cling to sin ; they drink up iniquity as the ox 
drinketh up the water. The exercises of the house 
of God, while such is their disposition and such are 
their habits, are the same as if you tore ruthlessly 
open an ulcerated wound, exposed it to the atmo- 
sphere and the most sudden alternations of the 
winter's cold and the sunmier's heat, while you 
irritated the sore by contact with the most painful 
applications. 

Men cleaving to their sins may even convince 
themselves, as well as you, that want of clothes 
prevents them from giving to God the glory due 
unto His name ; because this transparent covering 
hides their guilt from their own eyes, and enables 
them to roll over for a season the blame upon their 
God. Give them, in such a state of mind, clothes, 
you deprive them of this wretched peace; they will 
even bum your clothes to have it restored ; but 
they have a readier expedient — ^the pawn-shops are 
open, the drinking-palaces are blazing side by side, 
as if our magistrates had planned the most success- 
ful way to ruin society. They can drown in these, 
the mutterings which the gospel has stirred mthin. 
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during their attendance, even for once, at church, 
aggravated by the accusings of ingratitude for 
abusing your kind-hearted credulity ; and on Mon- 
day they are more the children of hell than when 
they got your clothes. They are now in a fair 
position to tell their next kind-hearted visitor that 
they would gladly go to church, but they have no 
clothes. They have debauched and deadened the 
voice of conscience, and they cling to the fatal fancy 
that they are not criminals suffering for their 
crimes, but victims of the hard usage of their 
Maker. But, you ask, if there is evidence that 
they are convinced of sin, and desirous of deliver- 
ance from the wrath and curse of God, which they 
at last acknowledge to be due for sin — are we un- 
feelingly to stand by, and not to lend a helping 
hand for the rescue of the perishing? Unquestion- 
ably not. But the question recurs. What constitutes 
a helping hand 1 Are there not cases, you likewise 
ask, in which a sober hard-working man, through 
personal or relative affliction, or want of work, 
may, through no fault of his, be destitute at last of 
a church-going dress 1 We answer, with grief, 
that there are : — grief that our churches have, in 
many a case^ left such to sink \m\m\;eviL, \m\^\M\^^^ 
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unrelieved, until now they and their families are a 
curse to themselves and all around. By all means 
anticipate the latter cases — a thing which elders, 
deacons, and members of our churches should 
always have done, and the sinful neglect of which 
we are reaping in bitter fruit this day. But 
with both, we would recommend them to go to 
church as they are in the mean time, — ^begin 
simultaneously to deposit in the Savings' Bank, to 
which we shall yet refer ; to secure a commence- 
ment, deposit the first sixpence yourself, if you 
please ; go on Saturday night and get the book, 
and, if possible, the person himself with his con- 
tribution ; give a penny for his fivepence, or even 
his threepence, as a premium ; get him to keep 
every twopence he has been giving for whisky, for 
the bank-book ; when he rises to a few shillings, 
he will get a coat for himself, and, to secure a good 
one, you may give a trifle as an expression of your 
satisfaction, not doled to him as a pauper, out of 
pity. And then he wears his coat, not only with- 
out the degrading reflection — it is apaup&i^s coat; 
but with the honest consciousness that it is the 
mark in the eye of those who know him, and whose 
respect and esteem he knows to be worth the 
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keeping, that there is hope for him and his 
yet 

Human nature, especially Scotch human nature, 
is not advanced by pauperising it. Gorging it with 
the food and covering it with the badge of pauper- 
ised inferiority may indeed please soft sentimen- 
tality ; still it will be found that, however pleasing, 
it is a costly luxury, costly both to the giver and 
the receiver. These are the principles on which 
we recommend all attempts to lift up fallen 
humanity. Because you love the man, tell him 
you will not treat him as a pauperised slave, de- 
graded to the position of a dog, that skulks and 
whines beneath the hand that strikes it because it 
is the hand that feeds it ; or rather like a cat, that 
fawns on you while you feed it, but tears you when 
the supply is withdrawn. 

Make the man your brother, fit in his sphere to 
feel that he is not ashamed when you call him a 
companion ; and the sooner the better for him, as 
well as you and all around him, that he begins to 
taste that " it is more blessed to give than to re- 
ceive." 

This leads us to notice another difficulty that 
meets the territorial visitor on his entrance on the 
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work. How am I to resist the plaints of want, 
the appeals for a Uttle money 1 We say, anticipate 
these. Tell them that you have not money to keep 
all that are willing to be idle, eating and drinking ; 
that you would not, if you could ; that you have 
come to seek the salvation of their souls, to en- 
courage them to be regular at church, to send and 
keep their children regularly at school ; and other- 
wise, as far as you can, to give them good advice, 
and to be on friendly terms with them. 

Tell them that they defeat your end, even their 
own good, by appearing in rags and filth, and 
concocting a piteous tale of want and woe ; that 
good conduct and a well-conditioned house may 
secure your favour, and, if in your power, a gift 
as a mark of satisfaction, an effort to be useful in 
recommending them to a better employment, &c., 
so that you think it right that they should under- 
stand your purposes at the beginning. If they are 
prepared to accept your calls on these conditions, 
you will be glad to come ; if not, you wiU just 
withdraw. 

There are cases that will occur, exceptions to 
every rule, such as children in actual starvation, to 
whom bread must be given, such as the following : — 
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During our first year in the Tan-loft, when our 
congregation was small, mostly unsteady, I missed 
all the day a family of whom I had hope, as well 
as the visitor, and who had for some Sabbaths 
regularly attended. I set out on Monday morning 
to know the worst, fearing the cause of absence was 
a bad one. I knocked : one of the boys (there were 
five children) opened the door. What a scene ! No 
fire, on a very frosty day 3 almost all the furniture, 
scant at best, smashed. I asked the cause of all 
this. The mother cowered on a stone by the side 
of the fireplace, hiding her face in her lap, sighing 
and sobbing. I constrained her to speak : at least 
to tell the worst At length she did : — " I cannot 
look up, sir ; my eyes are blackened, my face is all 
bruised. Our wages are only paid once in two 
weeks. I had kept the good food for their father. 
Since Friday we" (the children and herself) "had 
only oatmeal gruel. I expected their father home on 
Saturday night with thirty shillings." (Wages were 
not so high then.) " It was seven o'clock, eight, 
nine, ten, midnight. I tried to satisfy the child- 
ren's hunger with cold water 3 it was all I had; and 
to get them to sleep on the straw in the comer. 
But they could not sleep; they cried for bread. 
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At length, after three on the Lord's Day morning, 
I heard a noise of men swearing and cursing on the 
stair. I looked by the light of the policeman's 
lamp; they were carrying up their father dead 
drunk. They brought him in, laid him on the 
floor, and left him, and me, and the children in the 
darkness and the cold, alone. I searched all his 
pockets ; all I got of the thirty shillings were three 
halfpence ! How I trembled for the awaking of the 
children, crying for bread ! He awoke first, looked 
at me weeping, as I sat here, then he stumbled up, 
struck me all about the head and face, and tumbled 
me over. Then he seized that axe, and swinging 
it, while he uttered fearful oaths, swore he would 
kill me. I never thought of myself, sir, but of him ; 
that he would be condemned as a murderer, and 
these little ones, the children of a father that was 
hanged. I fell on my knees, implored him to let 
me go with my life ; I crawled backwards on my 
knees, the children were before me, and we got out 
with our lives. A kind neighbour over the street 
took us in. He was seen going out yesterday after- 
noon ; we returned in the evening; but he has not 
appeared all night ; and where he is, or whether he 
is alive, I cannot tell.'' So she sighed and sobbed 
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again. Meanwhile the children clamoured for food. 
What else could I do ? I looked ; there was a 
pitcher and a pot. I sent out the eldest for water, 
acJ.ding, Be active, and you will get somewhat to 
eat the sooner. Off he ran, and soon returned. 
There were plenty of pieces of wood. I laid them 
into the fire-place, somehow got a light, kindled 
them, and put on the pot. The boy entered with 
the water. I made him fill the pot. I ordered 
the mother and all to blow and boil the water. 
At two or three steps I was down the stair and in 
the street. I entered the nearest grocer's shop. I 
asked the man if he would sell me half a stone of 
oatmeal, and send a boy after me with it. He 
stared, and asked me what I was to do with it. 
Never mind, I replied; I shaH pay you for it. But 
what are you going to put it in ? asked the man. 
Surely you have some kind of a bag to lend, I said; 
and I shaU return it with the person who brings it; 
and, if you please, be quick. As I reached the 
house the pot was boiling. I saw a large earthen 
vessel. I made the lad empty the bag into it. I 
then made the mother pour the boiling water on 
the meal. I took the clean end of my staff and 
stirred the meal and the water together. While 
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SO doing, the whole fire Uj around cfaitching at 
the knots with their cold fingers, and eating like 
raTening wolves. Daring the process the wretched 
£&ther entered. He soon divined alL Striking his 
forehead, and tuming his back, he cried in anguish, 
" O sir, do not look on me ! How shall ever I look 
you in the face again I I am star\'ing my children, 
and you feeding them !" I thought it a reasonable 
request. So, without another word, I came away. 
That same man, by the sovereign grace of God, 
found this incident the turning-point of his im- 
mortal existence. He entered the public-house no 
more. He returned with his wife and family to 
public worship in the Tan-lofb; he enrolled himself 
and attended with his two eldest boys our week- 
day evening school, in the same place. He was a 
native of Edinburgh, had never been at school, and, 
of course, could read none. How interesting to see 
him sitting between his two boys, learning to know 
the letters and to spell — a man over forty — by 
means of his two children ! But learn he did. He 
became an intelligent Christian husband and father. 
One of the boys is a successful medical practitioner 
in one of our colonies; and, if he reads this, I' am 
sure he will not be offended, for there is no reason 
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that he should be ashamed. The shame is that a 
city of so many Christians should have allowed so 
many like him to grow up in ignorance so dense. 
If friends knew what I have seen and deplored, 
they would not wonder that I have been ready 
these thirty years to hail almost any kind of a 
National Education Act, if only containing a com- 
pulsory clause, so that every child may grow up 
able at least to read the Bible. The Lord give 
grace, energy, and patriotism to our school boards 
to enforce the Act we have got. I have been called 
from time to time to see dying men and women, 
aged between twenty and thirty, born and brought 
up in Edinburgh, never within the walls of a 
church and school — some declaring with their 
dying words that all the learning they ever got 
was in prison — as utterly ignorant of the Gospel 
and of Jesus Christ, the sinner's friend, as the 
inhabitants of Africa in those portions which Dr 
Livingstone is now exploring. All success to our 
monster meetings in the Assembly Hall, Music 
Hall, and elsewhere, but I shall never believe that 
the multitudes of speakers and hearers have got 
much good of them all, till, with the love of Christ 

in their hearts, and the Bible in their hands, they 

c 
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are able to say with Job, " The cause that I knew 
not, I sought out." I dare not write the answers 
of brutish ignorance I have received from fellow-sin- 
ners within five minutes of eternity. So shocking, 
so like blasphemy they have been, that respectable 
Christians, who never visit from house to house, 
would throw away this book, crying, "It cannot be 
true." 

Only one case more, worse than the former. I 
went into a degraded tenement, near the foot of the 
street, on a crisp, frosty winter day. House after 
house as I entered was occupied with drunk men 
and women. They were mostly paupers, and had 
received their monthly pay from the poor's house 
that morning. At length I reached one with the 
mother sprawling drunk on the floor, floated with 
water from the pitchers she had upset. She tried 
to speak piously, quoting Scripture in her cups. 
Three children around, half-naked — ^there was no 
fire in the place where a grate should have been — 
were tearing each other and clamouring for bread. 
Shocked, I left the tenement, and went to others of 
comparatively more outward decency. I had visited 
that day from ten to four o'clock, and was weary, 
worn, and hungry. I had almost Y^^^elied my own 
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memory helped conscience from one of 
The words axe familiar and true — 
than others I deserve," &c. I heard a 
I, " You a Christian, to eat your com- 
ler and leave these children to starve." 
is, what have they done 1 I returned to 
ible house, the mother still stretched on 
ly floor, the children still crying for bread. 
ig down the stairs, bought three twopenny 
from the nearest baker's shop, went back, and 
«n, in order to eat, without self-upbraiding, 
fn dinner. When I got to the street, I 
beored that I had promised to visit a sick 
at the top of the street that day. I have 
held it a flagrant sin to make a promise and 
Itoep it. So I went. As I was returning, I 
itt at; the door of a public-house. There was 
"^ bargaining for a glass of whisky for my 
I sprang in while she was drinking 
Indignantly I told the man that these ji 

mine. I took them up, carried them 
tore them in pieces, and threw them 
yictims as if I had been a henwife. 
k ^ I always, in like circumstances, have 
■ « bread. I have no such good results to 
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tell of this poor mother — cholera came, and at least 
in mercy to these poor children took away the 
mother. But the Shepherd of the lambs pitied 
them. One of them, I believe now in glory, grew 
up to be one of the most eflPective missionary Chris- 
tian visitors I have known. 

We dare not say, Don't give in such cases ; only 
we hope and pray that now-a-days they will seldom 
or never be found. 

But our experience in the West Port is not pre- 
vailing meanness, as we said before; they know the 
terms on which we come to them, and they like 
them ; they declare that they teel honoured by a 
lady or a gentleman coming to see them, and that 
it is work and not charity that they desire. We 
have been thus explicit in our remarks concerning 
rules with which to begin, lor two or three reasons. 
We desire to correct prevalent mistakes; we desire 
that you should begin well, and not sow evils which 
you will find it difficult to eradicate when once they 
have taken root ; and we want you to get as easily 
through the initiatory six months as may be ; be- 
cause that once done, you will feel as much delight 
in seeing the people as they and their children feel 
/a seeing yon. My feUow-labouTeift -who have been 
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for the longest period working in the West Port 
would feel like parting from tender friends and 
endeared relatives if now constrained to give it up, 
or to go away. 

We have said, as a general rule, that controversy, 
argument, discussion, on any subject, sacred or secu- 
lar, are to be eschewed. Yet not invariably. People 
are prone to think that you are conscious that defeat 
would be your position in the end ; and therefore 
they conclude that you are actuated by the prin- 
ciple that discretion is the better part of valour. 
In such a case you will observe the champion that 
lays down the challenge looking round for his meed 
of applause, on the ground that he has constrained 
you to retreat before even you closed with him in 
combat. Now, the danger here for the man's soul 
and those of his fellows is, that he believes this to 
be the true state of matters. And so they are con- 
firmed in their unbelief Tell the person, if he really 
wishes a ftiendly discussion, on the ground of desir- 
ing information on the subject of dispute, you will 
do your best to enlighten him; proceed in right 
earnest, establish your principles at every point, do 
not hesitate to spend an hour in the work ; and 
having begun, as a matter of real metc^ , ^'konsXx^y 
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your antagonist, scatter his unfounded and flippant 
objections to the winds, regard not his appeals for 
pity, on the ground that he has no learning; remind 
him that he courted it, that he demanded it Such 
a course operates like a storm on the atmosphere ; 
it clears away the mists, and scatters the pesti- 
lential effluvia with which it is charged; and the 
sound of the mauling which you have inflicted on 
your blustering and braggart opponent will be 
noised abroad through all the district, and remem- 
bered many days. By being well prepared, and 
successfully putting down the presumptuous in- 
sinuations of doubts and apparent objections to the 
Bible, in a thorough and palpable exposure of their 
airy nothingness and sinful origin, the conscience 
of every one hearing you will respond to the solemn 
warning with which you conclude, and for many 
months afterwards the scomer will warily avoid 
an encounter with you. Not only so; but when 
such mockers pour forth their pollution in con- 
tempt of the church-going and the readers of the 
^^1^ though they are not able to argue, yet it 
y^^^Bfcens their confidence to be able to tell such, 
/ ^MT are very bold in the absence of opposi- 
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them to seek an able foe, and that they had better 
try, as such a one tried, the visitor, and they would 
find their flimsy arguments, as in his case, were 
scattered to the winds of heaven. After such an 
event, all will see and be forced to feel, that you 
avoid discussion, because you have no pleasure in 
it, and not because you have no confidence in the 
issue. 

You may be refused admission, or rudely told that 
they have to work, and that poor people, oppressed 
as thoy are, have no time to trifle away as the idle 
do, for any cause ; in short, plainly told that your 
visits are not wanted. In such cases it is better to 
withdraw, and that with the manifestation of the 
kindliest feelings towards such, remarking as you 
go, that you do not want to force your visits into 
houses in which they are unacceptable; that when 
you and they know each other better, you are sure 
to have more mutual confidence. In passing them 
in the stair or elsewhere, ask how they do in a 
friendly spirit ; when you hear that any of them 
are ill from any of the neighbours, remark that you 
would be glad to go in to see them, if you thought 
that they would make you welcome. Next time 
you are there, you will find tliat t\ift%^ N«rj ^•sxNix'sss. 
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will receive you with tears of shame, gratitude, and 
aflfection ; while you will have the additional satis- 
faction of doing good to the hearts of these neigh- 
bours, and to your own, having been able to give a 
practical illustration of the precepts laid down in 
the Old Testament, and enforced in the New : 
Prov. XXV. 21 ; Rom. xii. 20. 

But you ask. May they not die ere we thus find 
a welcome entrance 1 They may ; but for that they 
are responsible, and not you. You have done all 
that man can do ; all that man is commanded both 
by the Saviour's word and example. For, sad and 
solemn as the reflection is, all that you can do while 
bhey retain such a determined purpose to repel you 
and your message, is to speak to Godfw them. 

There are conjunctures in which you will be at a 
loss how to speak, whether to manifest anger or 
pity, such as when you have obtained employment 
from a benevolent tradesman for one destitute of 
work, or a servant's place for a young woman in 
the family of a friend, and find that in a few weeks 
they have outraged the compassionate sympathy 
manifested on the part of your friends and of your- 
self ; not only left their employment at the most 
inconvenient season, but tormented them, and de- 



NEVER DESPAIR. 41 

uounced you for not receiving wages at a far higher 
rate than is paid to the trustworthy, the sober, and 
the well-trained blameless person. Extremes are 
here also to be guarded against. On the one hand, 
pity may prompt you to run after them, to implore 
them to be reasonable, and literally to lie at their 
feet, beseeching them to be reconciled, as if you had 
done the injury, and not they. Be firm in resisting 
this feeling, and in avoiding this course. Leave 
them till they come to a proper state of mind, and 
manifest sincere regret But you say, in the mean- 
time they must beg, or steal, or starve. "We have 
shown that it is the fault of the rich that there are 
beggars, and if our territorial scheme be adopted, 
the pernicious trade is done. If they steal, let them 
be punished ; and if they starve, for that, I say, 
they are responsible, and not you ; for the Word of 
God says, " If any will not work, neither should he 
eat." Be assured that the sooner we wipe away our 
soft sentimental tears, and cease to look on sin as 
mere misfortune, and nothing worse — take the Bible 
as our rule, and fall back on the maxims and the 
practice of our fathers' Scotch sturdy Christianity, 
the better for all concerned. On the other hand, 
some will be prompted to exclaim. We will never 
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recommend another ; we spent a week in obtaining 
employment for that person; by the blessing of God 
we succeeded ; a better place could not have been 
obtained — ^we fondly believed that we had secured 
their gradual and speedy elevation ; and, alas ! no 
sooner is their head above the water, or at most 
their feet upon the dry ground, than they turn 
round, like the serpent with the labourer, and sting 
their benefactors. These people are heartlessly and 
hopelessly corrupt — the effort to elevate them is in 
vain — ^we shall never trust another. Territorial 
visiting, after all, is miserable work — ^we are done 
with it. Philip, we answer, did not thus act after 
what he saw of Simon Magus in Samaria. No 
sooner did he see the evidence and listen to the 
confession of the faith of the Ethiopian queen's 
treasurer, then he forthwith bai)tised him, as if 
the former event had never happened. " And the 
eunuch went on his way rejoicing." The apostles 
were i-ejected, stoned, imprisoned, driven from one 
city to another ; and still, as they came to the 
next, they preached Christ to them — some believed 
the things that were spoken, and some believed 
not. In every case the elect were gathered in, and 
the wilful rejecters were blinded. To the one they 
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were the savour of life unto life, and to the other 
the savour of death unto death. Zeal for God con- 
sumed them — developments of human depravity- 
made it. bum with a purer flame. 

Besides, in what state would we have been if the 
Saviour had so treated ourselves] We have made 
Him to serve with our sins, and wearied Him with 
our iniquities. We, too, have caused Him to com- 
plain, "I have nourished and brought up children, 
and they have rebelled against ilfe." And when He 
made the sun of prosperity to shine upon us, and 
prevented us with the blessings of His goodness, 
then it was that we waxed fat and kicked, forgot 
the most high God that had been our Saviour, and 
perverted the abundance of His gifts into the means 
of sinning yet tlie more. Let such reflections have 
a place in our bosom ; it will prompt us to praise 
Him with a fuller heart; to seek more of His 
Spirit : and to feel that no service is more honour- 
able than that of a district visitor, even in the face 
of such ingratitude and such disappointments. 

Above all, refrain from hearing any evil report 
of one neighbour from another ; avoid speaking 
of one to another, except it be something to re- 
commend as an example; wait patiently and act 
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cautiously till you learn from your own observation 
and experience what their several characters are ; 
then reprove them when you and they are alone 
with God. Never reprove a father or a mother 
while the children, however young, are present; 
you can easily send them out under the charge of 
the eldest. The poor people will estimate such 
consideration for their feelings at its proper value ; 
they will defend you, because they respect, esteem, 
and love you; even the worst of them will be ready 
to shed their blood for you. They come to see that 
you seek not theirs, but them ; their hearts will 
respond, and it is difficult to say whether yours or 
theirs is the highest amount of enjoyment. 



CHAPTER II. 

Means of profitable conversation — The four essential branches 
of territorial operations — The Church, the School, the 
Savings' Bank, and the Library. 

i N indispeusable accompaniment to the visitor 
•^^ is to be always supplied with tracts. These 
should be provided for the locality, and the expense 
defrayed from the general fund maintained by the 
association. We have found it most expedient to 
have a cover of strong foolscap, with an advertise- 
ment of all the advantages provided on the one 
leaf, and a short address, announcing the objects of 
our visits, on the other. A copy of these follows : — 

"DR CHALMERS'S WEST PORT TERRITORLA.L 

CHURCH. 

* Public Worship every sabbath. 

" Forenoon, at eleven o'clock ; 

** Afternoon^ at a quarter past two o'clock ; 

" Evening, at half -past six o'clock. 

*' The Congregational Prayer-Meeting is held every 
Wednesday evening, in the school-rooixi, oA. <6\^\» ci ^<c^0&.. 
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"The Public School, conducted by a Master and a 
Sewing-mistress. 

** Hours of Attendance. — From nine to twelve, and 

from one to three. 
*^ Fees, 4d., 8d., and Is. per month, payable in advance. 
**The Evening School for Apprentices, Tradesmen, 
and Females, from eight to ten o'clock. Fees, Sd. per 
week, or Is. per month. 

" The General Sabbath School meets in the school- 
rooms, every Sabbath Evening, at half-past five o'clock, 
when the Week-day and Evening Scholars are expected to 
attend. 

" The Savings' Bank, for deposits of Id. and upwards, 
is open in one of the school-rooms every Satiirday evening, 
from eight to nine o'clock. 

"The Library is open, for giving out books to the 
Inhabitants of the West Port, every Wednesday evening, 
at nine o'clock, in the school-room. 

"A Prayer-Meeting for the Inhabitants of this Dis- 
trict is held in House, No. 

every evening, at 

o'clock." 

««T0 THE INHABITANTS OF THE WEST PORT. 

" Fellow-Sinners, --Assuming that you acknowledge 
this name, we bring to you our message. The church and 
schools which have been opened, the other opefations 
which have been organised, referred to on the other leaf 
of this cover, are known to most of you, and we solicit for 
them a calm and prayerful consideration. We come in 
the name oi our common Saviour, urging on your imme- 
cf/at^ Attention Hia command, * Seels, ye ^T?.y. V>cv^ Vv^^^^st^. 



COVERS — MEDIUM FOR ADVERTISEMENTS. 47 

of God and His righteousness, and all other things shall be 
added thereunto/ To this immediate duty we now call 
you, because we are certain that till this is done, increasing 
misery will be your portion. To those who * have chosen 
the one thing needful ' our message will not be unwelcome ; 
and to those who have not, it should not be so ; but 

* whethcMT ye will hear, or whether ye will forbear,* our 
duty is plain, to *wam every man' of his impending 
danger, and to invite every man to a free and a full 
salvation, if he will — to assure every man, woman^ and 
child, that though his or her condition be the vilest and 
the most helpless in this guilty and suffering world, yet the 
blood of Jesus Christ can meet the case, and effect a com- 
plete deliverance. And while we do sympathise with the 
cheerless poverty and deep distress prevailing among you, 
we declare, on the authority of that God with whom we 
have to do, that there is no remedy which is not subor- 
dinate to the * common salvation ' which He has provided. 
Be persuaded, then, to lay these things to heart — * Searcli 
the Scriptures * with diligence, preparation, and prayer — 

* Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy' — * Forget 
not the assembling of yourselves together,' and 'be not 
forgetful hearers, but doers of the word ' ; f or ' the time is 
short;' * behold, the Judge standeth at the door.' 

** The Savings' Bank, the Library, and other privileges, 
we are sure, will recommend themselves to all who can 
avail themselves of the manifest advantages which they 
confer." 

Twenty of these are given to each district visitor 
pn his or her entrance on the work. It is approved, 
not on]y for the saving of expense, \>\\^ \\^^V\^^ ^'v^-t 
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the greater good of the recipients, that these should 
be lent, and at the next visit exchanged. 

If given away, they are liable to be cast aside 
and never read at all, or even burned, as they hap- 
pen to be the readiest thing to serve a purpose ; 
but when they are told that they will be expected 
to keep them clean, and to return them on getting 
another, they take care of them, read them, if it 
should only be to be able to discourse with you 
about their contents. 

Twenty different tracts will thus serve for twenty 
weeks, and then you can get your packets ex- 
changed. 

1. As it is man's first duty, under the dispensa- 
tion of the gospel, to believe in the name of Jesus 
Christ, and for all to love one another as He has 
commanded us, it follows that the first privilege 
the man that yields himself up to God will seek, 
will be to draw near to Him, to seek His face, to 
worship Him, and declare His praises in the midst 
of them that fear Him, and before all men. The 
house of prayer furnishes a ready outlet to such 
aspirations ; the means of grace are wisely and 
mercifully provided, to afford supply ^\.\ia Q.x«.vixi^ 
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of spiritual life in the heaven-bom soul. Hence 
the, diets of worship on the Lord's day are placed 
first. You will find some in connection with other 
evangelical churches ; in no case seek to draw them 
off to you. Tell them plainly you do not want 
this. Our territorial operations are not meant to 
proselytise, but to Christianise. If you know their 
minister, or know from report that he is a godly 
person, readily declare this ; and in all cases speak 
all the good you can. You can tell them that you 
expect their countenance, and that probably they 
may come of an evening, to show the unbelieving 
that, though we have different names, and vary in 
some points, yet we are brethren, and rejoice to 
show a brother's love and act a brother's part. The 
evening diet you will soon see to be needful in a 
territorial charge. In most cases, the first diet to 
which the non-churcligoing will come is the evening. 
You will feel that you have made some advance 
when you extract a promise like this — "Well, we'll 
try and look down, or up, in the evening, when it 
is dark, and our poor clothing will not be seen." 
Gradually, as you succeed, they come with you in 
the afternoon; and, last of all, in the morning. 
For those who allege that they may ^et\^ QrQ^ ^& 
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well in their own homes as at church, you may 
have a few well-selected tracts to meet such objec- 
tions ; and if there are subtle apologies peculiar to 
the district, the minister may write a short tract 
for such cases. If you and they seem to have time, 
you may read a portion of such with them, com- 
menting on each paragraph as you advance. 

2. In less hopeful cases, in which not even a 
promise to ti'y to come on Sabbath evenings can be 
obtained on the ground of want of clothing, which 
may indeed be very bad, the congregational prayer- 
meeting on Wednesday evening, after all work is 
done, when all attend in their work clothes, can be 
recommended. In most instances you will get a 
promise to do that at once. 

In some, however, it is found unhappily other- 
wise. It is the very hour when the husband comes 
home from work, and must have his supper, or it is 
the very evening on which they have to go to such 
a place ; had it been any other evening in all the 
week, they would have been glad to come. And 
some will tell you that poor people have not an 
hour to spend at prayer-meetings — ^that they wish 
cAejr could get meat ; though yow Yiave iovxwd tlvree 
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or four of such wives in their neighbour's house, in 
which they have been palavering for hours, doing 
worse than nothing. 

3. You will find multitudes who will value edu 
cation merely for secular advantage, who loathe 
Christianity. 

You will also find the most degraded parents far 
more easily influenced for their children's good than 
for their own. Experience has taught them the 
disadvantages of ignorance, which they have not 
now the opportunity, or the energy, or self-denial 
and perseverance to remedy; and they may be 
victims to the slavery and bitterness of some in- 
veterate and vicious habit, from which they would 
have their children spared. It is a most merciful 
provision of Providence. But for this, the most 
degrading vices might be the hereditary scourges 
of families. You should take advantage of this, 
and appeal to the parents' sense of the value of a 
useful and religious education. In this way you 
may sometimes reach their own hearts through 
their children, and gain a double advantage. 

Here let us recommend to every visitor, from the 
heginning, to visit the school every -w^^k^X^Q ^xiXr 
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tivate a close and intimate acquaintance with the 
teachers, both male and female ; to get a list of the 
children of the district, in which they visit, who 
attend the schools, and of those who are irregular ; 
and so adapt their remarks to the parents either in 
the way of reproof or approbation. 

Be prepared to explain every rule, and the 
reason why it should be observed. Let both 
parents know of the advantage conferred upon 
their children, at a fee so low as to bring it within 
the reach of all. Remind them of the special ad- 
vantages to the girls in being taught to sew, to 
knit, to wash, and dress, and all the branches of an 
industrial training, fitted to make them good ser- 
vants and good wives. The fathers will look upon 
you with gratitude, and the mothers will take 
courage lest their daughters excel them. Here let 
us extirpate a very prevalent mistake. This 
department of labour is most congenial to the lady 
visitors. But many of them say — " We can speak 
to the mothers, but we are afraid to come in con- 
tact with the fathers, lest they be rude." There 
never was a more unfounded alarm. We have gone 
with ladies and introduced them, we cannot tell 
how often. We have entered ttie A.\^ft\\\XL^ q>^ t\\A 
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most ungodly and abandoned. We have found the 
men prepared to be rude to us, but to ladies never. 
There is a native blandness about the female char- 
acter, when that character especially is actuated 
by the love of Christ, which disarms even the 
rudeness of the savage, and the repulse, which the 
most hardened would not hesitate to inflict on a 
gentleman. 

We have never heard of one of our ladies getting 
other than the most respectful treatment and atten- 
tion from all the persons with whom they have 
ever met in their districts; and even the men, who 
are most deeply fallen, have vied with each other 
to do them a service, and to give them honour. 
Let the lady visitors, then, point out to the fathers 
the advantages of their daughters learning to sew, 
knit, wash, dress, in addition to their other acqui- 
sitions at school — ^let them remind them that, by 
keeping them regularly there, they secure a right 
to purchase the articles made, the stockings knitted, 
&c., at the mere cost of the materials — ^let them 
point to the children and the fathers who have 
thus been supplied with useful articles of comfort 
and neatness, through the incipient skill and edu- 
cation of their children, at a very trifte, and they 
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will in most instances succeed here at the very 
first ; and eventually they will carry all before them. 

4. The same remarks apply to the evening 
schools, the next advantage mentioned. 

5. The general Sabbath-school, providing reli- 
gious instruction for not only the children, but 
also for adults, will be embraced in many a case on 
behalf of the children, while the parents will not 
themselves, as yet, embrace such means. You will 
find no parent, no father or mother, who will say 
— "As we forget God ourselves, we wish our 
children to do the same" — ^verily, no. With 
softened hearts they will thank you for your 
interest in them ; and if the Saviour raise up, as 
He has done in our experience, a goodly band of 
devoted male and female teachers — ^with the week- 
day ones acting at their head — ^you will find that 
these children carry home many truths to the 
parents in artless guilelessness, that tell on their 
parents' consciences, and bring them at last to the 
feet of Jesus and to His house without your directly 
speaking of the matter. 

Only he prayerfully and patiently regular and 
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diligent. Go forward in faith, and you will have 
success.* 

6. The Savings' Bank, — This is a subject to which 
those will listen who have no children, or who, 
though they have, manifest no heart to the things 
of God and His house. Tell them, though they 
have bad clothes, they may deposit at least a penny 
a-week Tell them thdt poor people, by frugal 
living and patient saving, have made themselves 
proprietors of houses, and servants have secured 
annuities by savings of little. Tell them that you 
have known instances — ^for you must know them — 
of persons, with less income than they, who have be- 
come shareholders of building societies, and have 
advanced the condition of the neighbourhood, by 
beginnmg m savings of what are called worthless 
trifles in the Savings* Bank. We met a fierce So- 
cialist again and again. After some years we saw 
him, and asked him if he was no longer what the 
French call a Communist. " No," said he, " I have 
left their meetings and given up their books for a 
long time." "Why?" "0/j/" said the man, 

* See " Territorial Sabbath Schools." Maclarm & M'Nivm, 
Edinburgh, 
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ingenuously, "7 have saved a littky and got a hit home 
of my own" We have a Cliildren's Savings' Bank 
and an Adults' Savings' Bank, by which the 
scholars, by saving their coppers, accumulate as 
much as purchase school-books and clothing for 
themselves, both being sold at the lowest possible 
price, but in no instance given away. 

The present revenue is between six and seven 
pounds per week, and had we a sufficient number 
of collectors it would be much more. 

A Lecture, entitled " Territorial Savings' Banks, 
Annuities, Life Insurances, and Friendly Societies," 
will more fiilly explain this branch of our opera- 
tions — ^published by Maclaren & Macniven, Edin 
burgh, price Id. 

7. The Library. —This is indispensable. Ours 
is composed almost of donations of books from 
friends. It is, therefore, very miscellaneous. In 
some respects this is no disadvantage. It is desir- 
able that every visitor have a copy of the catalogue 
with him or her in the weekly rounds. Young men, 
and others who seem to be inquiring and studious, 
can be invited to become readers. They will be 
found sometimes poring over woxtbleaa periodicals, 
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or even pernicious and polluting prints, especially 
on the Lord's day. Though they contemptuously 
tell you they do not care for your mean church 
and schools, you can tell them that they are 
welcome to the benefit of your Savings' Bank 
and your Library notwithstanding. The Library, 
as a matter of course, is not to contain books 
of doubtful or directly immoral tendency, but 
neither is it to consist of books purely religious. 
History, biography, travels,, and disasters by land 
and sea, perils by flood and field, works on science 
and art, practical applications of these to all the 
purposes and pleasures of life, physical and political 
geography, — ^all these form a varied feast in subor- 
dination to the grand end of life to which you may 
invite them. And as many of them never heard 
of books to any extent, or their authors, you can 
soon discover, by the nature of their employments 
or the indications of their tastes, what book would 
be likely to interest them, and recommend that 
book accordingly. Then you can make an engage- 
ment with the person, meet with him, get him 
introduced to the librarian, his name inscribed, and 
he goes on to read as a real recreation. Having im- 
bibed a taste for reading, one roi^lafc^ \yMKiW tA 
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being seduced by the whisky-shop is erected ; for 
we have seldom seen a thinking, reading mechanic 
an insipid worthless drunkard. 

Thus the Library and the Savings' Bank will 
operate in favour of each other, provident habits 
will gradually be acquired, and at least the rising 
generation saved. Soon the indignant voice of a 
Buflfering population will frown out of existence the 
crying enormity, of licensing in our plebeian dis- 
tricts a drinking-house to every ten or twenty 
families ; and alcohol will be banished back to the 
place it should never have been allowed to leave. 
We are told, indeed, that though these dens of 
iniquity are open, inviting the simple on the even- 
ings of every day to turn in thither, that they need 
not go unless they choose. True, but if our mer- 
chants were to strew sovereigns around their doors, 
to lay them down at every open place, would there 
not be a hundred thieves for one at the police bar 
daily 1 and if the merchants were to say it was the 
thieves' own fault, no one bade them steal, would 
the magistrates agree 1 No, they would tell them 
to put their sovereigns out of sight, to re- 
frain from the throwing of temptations in the 
wsjrj and they would not be a\ow \^ teM them. 
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and that truly, that they had themselves to 
blame for the losses which they had sustained. 
Yet these magistrates, in the licensing of mul- 
titudes of whisky - shops, do the very same 
thing. 

Some will exclaim, "But where are we to get 
the books ? " There is nothing more easily done. 
I will never cease to declare that all the better- 
conditioned ranks show a wondrous readiness to 
give us the means of helping those who will help 
themselves. Our only complaint against them is, 
that they will not stop there. Every bookseller to 
whom I have applied has given me handsome and 
appropriate donations. Private individuals, not 
only in Scotland, but also in England, Ireland, 
and America, have been equally liberal. Our 
space would not suffice to mention their names. 
It is sufficient to say that we have now nearly 1200 
volumes, and the great bulk of these the very kind 
we want. We have upwards of 300 readers, and 
the number daily increasing. Two bookbinders, 
of the West Port congregation and locality, have 
bound about a hundred volumes for nothing, and 
thus have contributed most materially to our stock. 
One of them died suddenly a ferw '^^'ax«» ^.'^^^ccsA. 
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it was found that his widow and fatherless child 
were entitled to £100 which he had insured on his 
life, besides his deposit in the Savings' Bank. This 
is but one out of a thousand illustrations of the 
delightful adaptation of the territorial principle to 
the outgoings of rescued and renewed humanity. 
Several of the publishers of the city send copies of 
their cheap weekly and monthly publications, such 
as the Christian Treasuiy, &c., and this induces 
many to subscribe for themselves. The books are 
stamped with this seal, " Dr Chahners's Territorial 
Library, West Port, Edinburgh," and a copy of the 
rules is pasted on the board of each volume, as 
follows : — 

" RULES FOR THE WEST PORT LIBRARY. 

** I. The Library shall be open every Wednesday even- 
ing, from eight to nine o'clock. 

** II. Books shall be given out— 1«<, To Seatholders of 
the congregation ; 2d, To any of the inhabitants residing 
within the bounds of the West Port, on their producing a 
certificate from the minister, office-bearer, or visitor of the 
district, or any member of the congr^ation, bearing that 
either of these parties will be responsible for the books 
given out ; and, Sd, To the scholars of both the day and 
evening schools, on their producing a certificate from the 
teachers of the respective classes to which they belong. 

''III. No books shall be kept out \)y wkj mdividual 
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longer than two weeks. No book shaU be privately ex- 
changed among the readers, but must be returned to the 
librarian. Persons violating this rule shall be subjected to 
a fine of Id. for each offence. 

"lY. A subscription of 3d. a-quarter is expected from 
every member who is able to pay. 

"Y. A board is suspended on the wall of the Library- 
room, on which any reader is permitted to write the title 
of any books which he recommends, not yet in the Library, 
and if approved of, these books will be purchased as far as 
the funds will permit. 

"VI. Catalogues of the Books may be had from the 
Librarian, price 2d. each. 

**N.B, — It is earnestly requested that the books be 
kept clean and entire, and that the Rules be carefully 
observed." 

8. The IHstiid Prayer- Meeting needs little ex- 
planation. As "soon as you begin, the unwonted 
sight of seeing a comfortable gentleman coming 
into the midst of the poor, and the outcast, and 
the neglected, to speak to them words of peace, of 
comfort, of hope, of encouragement; of hearing him 
praying with them and for them, remembering the 
sick whom he has just counselled ; " the poor man 
and the indigent, and him who hath no help of 
man at all ;" confessing before his God that he is, 
of all the sinners present, the chief, and showing 
hy hia earnestness that 1[ie fefe\a \\., ^\'Ni.i\\s% VjS®. 
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Maker for the distinguishing love that hath ac- 
corded to him a lot of less trial, and more strength 
to resist temptations. Such a scene strikes the 
infidel dumb — shows him that Christianity has 
more inherent power than he ever dreamed of in 
his philosophy; the mountains dissolve, the hills 
flow down, the stony heart melts at the presence 
of God, even of the Holy Ghost stirring up. the 
prayers uttered by the man of God in the midst of 
this humble assembly. 

In a little the freshness of novelty will wear off, 
and the attendance will probably diminish. Under 
such a process persevere. Though your audience 
were but two, it is a witness for Christ in that 
locality. On that very stair the voice of psalms is, 
in some respects, more wonderful and melodious 
than the unmingled hallelujahs of the upper sanc- 
tuary. The praises of God there ascend from the 
very midst of Satan's desolations. The new crea- 
ture utters its acclamations from the midst of the 
scorching and loathsomeness of the pit. Soldier of 
the Cross, thou art called to plant the standard of 
Immanuel on the stronghold of Satan's battlements, 
on the very seat of sin's scathing, withering, usurp- 
ing dominion. Stand fast, quit yo\XTae\£ \xkft «ii man 
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— ^be strong. The Commander's eye is on you ; He 
will be your help, and that right early. Only let 
your conversation be such as becometh the Gospel 
of Christ. Do not run to the monster meeting. 
Be regular and punctual. 

As a general rule, the exposition need not be 
long; sometimes, indeed, there need be none at all. 
Only read a portion of the Word of God, with 
praise and prayer. The whole should be very 
much like the family worship of Scotland's better 
days, and should never exceed three quarters, or, 
at the utmost, one hour. 

The address on the other page is the model of 
the manner in which we should conclude every 
interview on any subject whatever. Whether it 
be church or school, savings' bank or library, with 
Christ begin and ^id. Even in recommend- 
ing books and tracts, put before all, and 
above all, the Book of books, the Spirit's sword, 
the Bible. Urge the reading of a portion 
daily, though it were but one verse, and " attend- 
ance thereunto with diligence, preparation, and 
prayer." 

It is of essential importance that the visitors 
attend the monthly and qvxaiWV^ xckft^\i\xv^\N5M&» 
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they sedulously note down the particulars in their 
roll-books, as we have indicated in the examples 
given — ^the remarks are of much use to the minis- 
ter; — and the announcement of sick persons or 
those in a hopeful state of mind. 

It is easy to see that the minister of such a charge 
has many a duty to perform, and many a work to 
do, not required in an ordinary pastorate. 

He has pre-eminently to become all things to all 
men. He cannot, therefore, visit so much as he 
would, even those who already attend. And yet 
they, in many instances, need to be exhorted — 
drawn more than others. In those who ariB truly 
the subjects of the great change, inveterate habits 
are only destroyed gradually as the graces of the 
Spirit grow and become invigorated. In the here- 
ditary and formal church-goers there is a necessity 
felt to be Sabbathly in church from mere habit. 
They are like the waggons on the level rail — a, 
touch puts and keeps them in motion, however 
numerous; whereas, let the rails be taken aw^y, 
and the power of many men wiU not move them. 
The application of all this is sufficiently obvious. 
Reflection will teach people that, while the mem- 
l^ers of such a congregation axe awaken^^ «xA ^ajt- 
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nest listeners, yet the visitation ought to be much 
more frequent, from week to week, to enable them 
more successfully to cease to do evil and learn to 
do welL How needful, then, that the visitors be 
very punctual in their visits, and particular in their 
notes of the several families, that the minister may 
be guided correctly in discovering in what direction 
his visits are most needed, and most likely to be 
useful This has the aspect, in some respects, of 
restraint ; but it is obvious that far more good is 
done when unity of aim and of action is directed 
and put forth from a common centre. 

The difficulties felt in conducting the operations 
of a single district, will cause the visitors to reflect 
how weighty is the burden of him who has the 
charge of them all, and prompt to unwearied and 
earnest prayer on his behalf, for grace and strength 
according to his day, for the spirit of counsel, and 
of might, and of good understanding in the fear of 
the Lord, that he may not fail nor be discouraged, 
until Jehovah shall have set judgment in the 
earth. 



CHAPTEE m. 

Cognate and subsidiary means and operations. 

TT might have been expected that we would have 
-*- mentioned a variety of subsidiary societies and 
co-operations; but we think it better that the four 
preceding objects, on which Christians are entirely 
agreed, and which afford scope and verge enough 
for all our exertions, should alone, from the begin- 
ning, form the care and the work of the territorial 
labourer. Individually, in some or other of them, 
it is perfectly competent to advance these by our 
contribution, our advocacy, our example ; but it is 
judged expedient to avoid subjects which would 
excite discussion. The territorial scheme smiles 
with benign complacency on every cognate effort 
for the amelioration of human wretchedness, both 
secular and sacred; while she considers her strength 
consists in strictly confining herself to her own 
chosen and appropriate field. 
We shall mention these in tlci^ ondar in which 
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thej seem to obtain the approbation of the phil- 
anthropic portion of the community. 

1. Ladie^ Work Societies, — ^I have grave doubts 
about the utility of these organisations. I have 
found the regular merchants exceedingly willing to 
listen to our applications for work to the unem- 
ployed, and ready, if possible, to employ and 
encourage the deserving and persevering. These 
merchants make the whole matter of shirt-making, 
&C., their study ; they know best the kind to meet 
the demand, and the means by which to provide 
the article at the least possible waste of material, 
and of aggregate cost. K ladies' societies supple- 
ment the pay by donations of money, or of material, 
supplied by the subscriptions of the benevolent, 
and yet sell at, or even below, the market price, 
they are driving the regular trader out of the field, 
and eventually dping the poor worker and the 
whole community a permanent injury. It seems to 
me that the time, and labour, and care bestowed on 
such, could be far more usefully employed in district 
visiting; while, with so many respectable merchants, 
work is supplied for all who desire to live honestly, 
and to labour tor a livelihood, 1 (iwa. ^^^ \l^\^;^<^\s. 
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why, if these are to be approved, the principle 
should not be carried out of having societies for 
making boots and shoes — ^ladies' and gentlemen's 
dresses — serving the public with every necessary 
provision ; and were this artificial plan once intro- 
duced, and the regular merchants, and makers, and 
manufacturers beat down, it is easy to see that 
there would be less profit by far, and the public far 
worse served. I do not dogmatise here ; but I 
have never had such in the West Port, and, with 
such obliging merchants, we have not felt this a 
privation.* 

2. I do not mean the above remarks to apply 
to the societies for the relief of indigent old men 
and women. 

These are very useful, and afford comfort to 
cheer the abodes of those in whose case the ill- 
matched pair, old age and want, have met. Ladies 
who cannot themselves be visitors, are most benefi- 
cially and benignantly employed in making articles 

* It is striking to see the new poor-law on the one hand, 
and the sentimental schemes that grow out of sickly weeping 
for, instead of being the fruit of "wisely considerino" the 
case of, the poor, on the other ; in short, every scheme not 
based on the Word of Grod, drifting society into French Com- 
munism or absolute Socialism. 
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of clothing for such infirm and needy friends as 
tliey attach to themselves, or in cutting out cloth 
for them to sew, &c., to be conferred upon them 
for both comfort and warmth. These liave come 
to the days in which they say, I have no pleasure 
in them ; and when no relative is near to help, or 
able to help though near, it is delightful to think 
that, by means of cheap coals and warm covering, 
something is added to their comibrt in the dreary 
winter days and nights. Even though the Bible 
was written by natives of a warmer clime, how 
constantly cold and nakedness is put before the 
supply of food ! " Be ye warmed and clothed," &c. 

3. Abstinence Societies. — On these there is diversity 
of opinion, and for that reason alone we advise, as 
Dr Chalmers always did, that the subject should 
not be mixed up with the territorial cause. For 
ourselves, we esteem our friends who labour in the 
good cause : their success is ours. And if any 
visitor is an abstainer, we leave liim or her at 
perfect liberty to recommend it at every fitting 
occasion. When we think of a spirit-shop for every 
twenty famiUes in the West Port, and of the indis- 
pensable companionship of the pawn-shops, we arc 
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sore that a regenerated and godlf poslerily wQl 
hold np their hands in honw at the in&tnation of 
a conmmnitj that hewails our increasing panperism 
and the criminal ioll ; while, if Uiej had called into 
their counsels the demons of the infernal pit^ they 
could not hare adopted a more direct and effectual 
mannfactnre of poTerty, crime, and miseiy. 

4. Building Sodeties far enctimg Houses for the 
Working Classes. — ^The adrent dT these we haiL 
We intended to hare inserted rales for the organ- 
isation of sach ; bat we are g^ad to see that the 
conmiimity is b^on in earnest; and we are sore 
that, apart from benevolence, the scheme will afford 
an ample return. Such is the state of the dwellings 
of multitudes, for want of pure air and drainage, 
and such the scarcity of houses, making the rents 
enormously high, that our labours are fearfully 
frustrated. We rejoice at the prospect of a goodly 
number being erected during the next summer. 

We ask any man to try and live twelve months 
in one of these houses, in which as many as two 
families live in a room of twelve by sixteen feet, 
in which as many as eight sleep in one bed, and 

ty, in the end, if he will not be a demoralised. 



DESTITUTE SICK SOOIE'lT. 71 

indecent, and wretched tippler. Spe^k of a man 
sitting down to read in such a place, or resting 
there in the evening when the day's toil is 
done 1 

Our heart is right glad at the prospect of dwell- 
ings being erected, supplied with water, well 
ventilated, and drained. I even recommend to 
private individuals to invest one or two thousand 
pounds, and, at two-thirds of the present rents, they 
would be sure of six or seven per cent, of return.* 
Do you ask, in incredulous wonder, how this can 
be, and why, if it is true, more houses are not 
built ? I answer, that I do not aver that pro- 
prietors at present realise this, even by the exor- 
bitant rents demanded for the existing houses. 
One-third of the rents is never paid. If the ten- 
ants are not demoralised ere they enter, the process 
soon commences, and its progress is swift and sure. 
It is only the man of a strength of principle and of 
enduring grace, and, let me add, the wife and mother , 
and daughter too, who can remain undissipated — a 
physical and moral wreck. The Report, 1865, of 
Dr Littlejohn, our indefatigable and able officer of 
health, should be read by every visitor. No houses 

* 1873. Many have now done this, and find it i)rofitable. 
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under the level of the street ought to be allowed to 
be inhabited by human beings. No man allows 
his horse or asses to live in such. 

5. Destitute Sick Society. — ^This is a noble insti- 
tution. Men cannot do better than support this 
society. The debt of gratitude which I owe the 
directors and visitors, I never can repay. May the 
Lord reward them sevenfold into their own bosom ! 
One essential portion of their mode of good doing, 
is to visit the applicant ; and thus they, the dis- 
trict visitor, and the agent for improving the con- 
dition of the poor, are at one. 

"When I have found the father of a family sick 
and wasting in fever, a worthy man laid low, of 
whom the hope was cherished that, in a few weeks, 
he would be convalescent and at his work again, 
to save him from the degradation of parochial aid, 
I have gone to them, and I have never gone in 
vain. 

I rejoice in this opportunity of publicly testi- 
fying my gratitude and my admiration of the 
manner in which this really useful institution is 
conducted. 

6. Model Lodging-House Association. — This is an- 
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other of the most useful of the benevolent associa- 
tions of our city. The object is to elevate the 
character of the lodging-houses for the humbler and 
the working classes, by erecting models of what 
such should be. Excellent accommodation is pro- 
vided at the same rate as in the lowest lodging- 
houses (threepence per night). The purpose is not 
to undermine the respectable lodging-housekeeper, 
by supplementing their income from subscriptions, 
but to make the income meet the expenditure, and 
secure a surplus to refund the original purchase- 
money and price of furniture, &c. It is delightful 
to be able to write that this is-no matter of theory 
merely, but also, like our own, a matter of tried 
experience. 

One has been in existence in the West Port for 
upwards of thirty years; another was opened in 
the Cowgate ; a third soon after in the Grassmarket 
by a private gentleman, one of our wisely benevolent 
citizens, who has published an interesting narrative 
of his mode of proceeding, and the successful 
results, considered merely as a profitable investment 
of capital; * and all are embraced by tradesmen 

* ''Old Houses in Edinburgh, and what can be made of 
them." By Dr Foulis. Johnstone & Hunter, Edinburgh. 
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passing through the city, or coming to it in quest 
of work, with the utmost gratitude. A fourth is 
opened in Merchant Street, for females and married 
persons with families. All our large towns rapidly 
followed the noble and successful example, so that 
Victoria lodging-houses invite the humble poor, 
wherever they are called to wander throughout the 
land. We rejoice in their existence and increase, on 
account of this principle in their constitution, that 
they afford a fair value for the money paid, and 
secure to the poor man and the labourer physical 
and moral comfort equal to the best -con- 
ducted inns of our city. We recommend a visit, 
to all philanthropists who have not yet seen them. 

7. Apprmtice Evening - Schools. — Another most 
valuable walk of usefulness, now being adopted by 
our local School Boards. Yet I trust by the effec- 
tual working of the compulsory clauses of the new 
Act, they will not, in a few years, be required. The 
title sufficiently indicates its nature; but reports are 
also printed, to which we beg to refer. They are 
peculiarly opportune, when the laudable desire is so 
prevalent, and the demand so urgent, to shorten the 
hours of labour, to which our mechanics, shopmen. 
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and others have been so long subjected.* We are 
glad to know that many hundreds of our apprentices 
and youths, and even not a few of those arrived at 
mature manhood, have availed! tliemselves of tlie 
manifest advantages which these confer. They 
deserve the support of all who wisli well to tJie 
rising generation of our coiuitry. 

8. Cooking-Hottses and Beading-Rooms, — Tliese 
have been organised by wisely benevolent pei*sons; 
and their success proves how sagaciously and bene- 
volently the projectors have been directed. They 
are increasing on every hand, and are certam to be 
self-supporting, while they are an invaluable boon 
to the working-classes. See p. 74. 

9. Society for Improving the Condition of the Poor, 
— ^This society was organised five years ago, after 
the model of one in New York and in several cities 
in Grermany. We hail it as the complement of ter- 
ritorial visiting. The agents do not go from house 

♦ We must express our regret, amounting to indignation, 
that the desire mentioned in our first edition has not been so 
ardent as we fondly believed. Else, why is it not done ? No 
labourer, no beast of burden, no American slave, is subjected 
to the hours to which some grocers* and druggists* assistants, as 
weU as railway servants and cabmen, are doomed. 
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to house in their district as church-members, but 
as fellow-citizens. The aim is that none be left 
destitute, while, after the manner of the agents of 
the Destitute Sick Society, the applicant is visited 
and the case tested. If only perseveringly and 
honestly wrought, the good results would be inesti- 
mable. 1st. It would put an end to street and 
sturdy beggars, and to impostors soming on the 
benevolent and the simple, and defrauding the 
really poor and the deserving. 2d. It relieves the 
territorial visitor of incessant appeals for charity, 
and sets him or her free for the proper work 
of proclaiming from house to house the glorious 
gospel of the blessed God. 3d. If properly worked, 
it puts alms-deeds on Scotland's wonted basis of 
Scriptural and common-sense charity which Dr 
Chalmers has expounded and enforced so well, and 
soon thereby it puts an end to the legalised com- 
immistic poor-law. 

The Society publishes an annual report Glasgow 
and our other lai-ge towns do the same. The office 
foi- Edinbui'gh is at 69 Hanover Street. The able 
and obliging superintendent will, we are sure, fur- 
nish copies to any applicant^ as well as the con- 
stitution, i-ules, &c 
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There is also prepared a small book for notes, 
which might serve for territorial agents as well as 
theirs, but we urge that for each district the agents 
should be distinct persons. 

Let these hold on their way in their several 
walks of usefulness ; to each and all of them the 
meed of praise is due. There are others, such as 
the Tract Society, the Bible Society, &c., which 
have been equally ready to sustain our efforts, and 
to whom our thanks are due, and are here cheer- 
fully given. But we repeat that the territorial 
principle has a peculiar vocation and mission ; and 
it is decidedly better that it be confined to the car- 
dinal principle of preaching the gospel ; to an edu- 
cation, of which the Bible is the foundation, which 
the Bible permeates, and the summit of which the 
Bible crowns ; and to the Savings' Bank and the 
Library. 

On these common grounds, we have an evan- 
gelical alliance, in which the Prelatist, the Presby- 
terian, and the Congregationalist can work hand to 
hand, and heart to heart ; for, after thirty years' 
experience, we have never felt that there was the 
slightest jar, or the smallest ground for jealousy 
or alienation, though we have fellow- labourers 
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trom each of these sections of the Christian 
ChurcL 

In conclusion, I rejoice to record our delightful 
experience, that the higher ranks take pleasure in 
the comforts of the humbler classes. In Edinburgh 
there are many who live and labour to do good. 
I have been filled with admiration at gentlemen 
who could not themselves employ a labourer or a 
mechanic, going round with me a whole day, from 
one to another, to obtain work for the unem- 
ployed man. I have made many a demand on the 
time, and the service, and labour, ay, and the 
purse of the rich, on behalf of the unemployed 
and the destitute ; and in every case I have been 
kindly received. Often, often have I said to my- 
self, as I left them, — " that the hard-working 
and sore-pressed but knew how the rich sympathise 
and wish their good, they would thank God, and 
take courage yet ! " I have often feared that they 
would think our applications intolerable, and even 
sometimes I have been afraid that they thought 
our plans more the fruit of enthusiasm than wisdom. 
Nevertheless, I have never met a cold repulse or a 
flat refusal They have ever met us more than 
half-way. If there be much sin in the city of 
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Edinburgh, so is there much love to God, and love 
to man for the Lord's sake. All denominatini^g 
have firankly come to the help of the West Port. 
I have not renounced the hope that a few of them 
will be induced to come and join themselves 
entirely with us in our labours. Sure we are, if 
they would but try for six months, they would 
taste such sweetness and delight as would make 
them feel, that, among the hard -toiled artisans 
and labourers, there are principles and proofs 
of integrity, and self- denied perseverance, and 
systematic benevolence, that would make them 
stand back to give place, that all might do them 
honour. 

One more than usually severe winter, when 
typhus fever prevailed, I passed the open door of 
an Irish hodman, rendered idle by the frost. This 
man, who had a look of cultivation and self-respect, 
I had met months ago, depositing his spare pence 
in our local savings* bank. Finding out that he 
was a Eoman Catholic, I did not venture to visit 
his house, lest, afraid that I was bent on proselyt- 
ising, his religious superior would get him to desist 
from taking advantage even of the bank With 
charactejL^lstic Irish courtrsy, he touched hid cap 
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as we passed, and I asked how ho and his house 
were, and tliat was all. 

This day the door stood open. I recognised my 
friend's bfoad frank face ; it instinctively drew me 
in. Pat sprang to his feet to find somewhat of the 
nature of a seat, on which he begged I woUld be 
seated, at the same time apologising that he had no 
better to offer. But T would not sit down. They 
wore eating diimer. It was humble enough — ^pota- 
toes that had been boiled, and tumbled on a broad 
rough board, resting on four pins, before the hearth. 
Seven children, ranging from fourteen to infancy, 
were standing around, eating with manifest avidity; 
the youngest leaned on the mother's knee, she being 
seated on a stone on the one side ; and a girl, an 
dghth, of about five yeai's, stood between Pat's 
knees, he being seated on a stone on the other side. 
Tt was interesting to see how the man was picking 
out the best -looking potato, carefiiUy seai'ching for 
the most mealy, soft, and tasty part of it, putting 
it into the child's mouth, and after she got the best, 
eatinc: the remainder himself. The other children 
were chubby, rough, round, and strong — ^hopeful 
shoots of two specimens of the finest peasantry in 
the world. The child between Pat's knees was 
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quite a contrast. She was pale, thin, and finely 
formed; her hair was silken rather than flaxen 
white ; and her smile of grateful confidence, as she 
looked up into the man's face, was almost more 
angelic than human. Turning to leave (for I never 
wait when people are at a meal), I exclained, " Pat, 
is that child yours 1 — she is not like you at all ! " 
His eyes swam in tears, and ere he could speak, his 
wife struck in, looking at him and the child with 
wifely and motherly pride, mingled with loving 
satisfaction, " Your reverence may well ask. My 
husband is a soft, foolish man. He has seven of 
his own, and no work at present, and yet he must 
bring another into this poor house!" Ere she 
finished, her Irish heart was at her mouth also; for 
I verily believe she thought more of her husband 
when she uttered these words, than at the moment 
when they were married. 

Pat now said, " The fever, your reverence knows, 
has been bitter bad this winter. Her father was 
seized," looking to the child; "they carried him 
to the fever ward in the Infirmary. Her mother 
was a sickly woman ; half her children were dead. 
But she was a good woman, though she was a 
Protestant. She prayed, and prayed for me and 
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mine — for I heard through the wall— night by 
night. She would not stop away from her hus- 
band. He died. In a few days she also took the 
fever. As I helped to get her carried to the Infir- 
mary, she looked in my eyes, and then at the child- 
ren, * Pat, look to them till I come back, and God 
will reward you.' With all my heart I will, I said." 
" She died. The funeral was over. I was there. 
There were three children, without father or 
mother. The eldest, a girl of fifteen ; the next, a 
boy of eleven ; and this ona The relations were 

, there. One took the girl ; another the boy ; all 
looked away from the tiny thing — she could do 
nothing for herself. I took her by the shoulders : 
* If none of ye can take the infant orphan, I can ; 
while I live, she will not be in the workhouse.' I 
pushed her in at the door before me. My wife 
heard and saw it all. She cried, * My man is mad. 
Are seven of your own not enough, that you must 
add this dying thing ? ' Hush, woman ; her mother 
is in heaven. I see her eyes looking down, and 
we'll all get the blessing. A few more potatoes 
a-week will be all the difierence. I will want them 
myself. Let her mingle among the rest, there will 

be little difference," 



I 
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I am not ashamed to record that my eyes were 
filled with tears of joy as well as theirs. I could 
only say, " Pat, blessings are in your house, and on 
you*and yours already. The orphan's stay is here." 
" Amen," said Pat. " But I fear you will spoil that 
child," I said. " Your reverence, she is real good," 
said the mother ; "she is not wild, like my children ; 
but they are all fond of her." Weeping more 
copiously, Pat added, "What shall I do if she 
grow up bad, and I need to strike her 1 I could 
strike my own, but not her. I would see her 
mother's eyes looking down. I pray ^em above 
that I may never need. But if I be spared, I will 
send her to your school; and she will read your 
Bible, and learn to pray, as her mother did, and 
prayed for Ine and mine, though she was a Protes- 
tant." " Pat, I am in a great strait," I said. " If 
it were not that people will say that I am prosely- 
tising, I would ask you to accept a new frock — a 
whole new dress when your dear girl comes to 
school. But I shall risk it, let men say what they 
will. Will you allow me V "I will," said he ; 
" but I did not ask it. The Lord send health and 
fresh weather; no fear of work; master and men 
are all Mnd to me." It was doive. 
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Often have I been constrained to exclaim — "If 
it were not the kindness of the poor to the poor, 
many of them would perish altogether 1 " 

Let both ends of society come oftener together, 
let them realise a common brotherhood, whose wel- 
fare is identified, whose interests are one ; and if, 
by the blessing of Him who alone teacheth to 
profit, and to whom alone the giving of increase 
belongs, this little Manual in any measure contri 
bute to this end, my labour will not be in vain. 



CHAPTER IV. 

Progress and present state of Dr Chalmers's Territorial 
Church and Schools, West Port, Edinburgh. 

npHE reader may reasonably ask, "What is the 
-*" result of these principles in the West Port ] 
There they have been applied during thirty years ; 
and surely the work in that locality has now passed 
out of the category of experiment into that of ex- 
perience. It is pleasing to dilate upon a theory, 
and even to philosophise ; but the testing question 
remains behind — ^Is it practicable ] " 

The demand is legitimate, and we hasten to 
give the answer. The circumstances in which the 
district that forms the theatre of our operations 
was, when Dr Chalmers and his band of fellow- 
labourers entered on it, in 1844, are well known. 
Our progress from time to tune has been pub- 
lished. And we are convinced that we cannot 
do better, for the purpose of laying a candid view 
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of our present state before our rea4ers, than to 
insert here some extracts from the chapter in the 
admirably written life of the Eev. Dr Chalmers, 
entitled " The West Port." 

The prospect of a speedy and remarkable triumph 
brightened before Dr Chalmers as the year 1846 
progressed. Visible success cheered on the various 
agents, and their efforts were multiplied as the fair 
and pleasant fruits of them ripened under their eye. 
The liberality of many Christian friends supplied 
Dr Chalmers with funds sufficient not only to build 
a church and school-room, but to purchase and fit 
up a tenement of houses as model-houses for work- 
ing men, in which, at a low rent, additional means 
of cleanliness and comfort were enjoyed. It was 
in a tone, therefore, of rising confidence that, while 
the church was building, he issued his last circular. 
" We have long thought," Dr Chalmers said, " that 
the failure of every former attempt to reclaim the 
masses of our population is due to the insufficiency 
of the means which have been brought to bear upon 
them; and while deeply sensible that means alone 
will prove of no effect, without the blessing from 
on high on the devotedness and the conscientious 
labours of those into whose liauda ^e^ «si^ ^\!l- 
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trusted, yet we hold it irrational to look for any 
great or sensible result with so slender an appa- 
ratus as that of Sabbath-schools, and prayer-meet- 
ings, and rare occasional visits from house to house, 
under the conduct, it may be, of a few missionaries 
for the whole of a large town — each sinking under 
the weight of the many thousands who have been 
committed to his care ; and dispirited by the want 
of any such visible fruit as might serve to satisfy 
both himself and his employers that his efforts are 
liot wholly dissipated or lost, to all observation at 
least, in that mighty aggregate of huma^i beings 
wherewith he has to deal. 

" It is under this conviction that we have long 
advocated the concentration of commensurate efforts 
and means on a small enough territory. What can- 
not be done in bulk, and all at once, let us try in 
separate portions — each within the compass of such 
an agency as would fonn a sufficient eldership and 
set of office-bearers for an ordinary congregation. 
We are aware of the ridicule that has been poured 
in other departments, whether of politics or philan- 
thropy, on the process of what has been termed a 
bit-and-bit reform. But let us ascertain whether 
tMs hit-and-hit 2}rocess "be not, aS.\fct «^,>Jk:^<i '^'^ 
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one that is suited to the real mediocrity of the 
human powers. 

"The very essence of our scheme lies in the 
thorough operation of what we have called the 
territorial principle. We limit our attention to a 
single district or locality, itself split into sub-dis- 
tricts, having each a Christian agent attached to 
it; so that there is not a home or family which 
might not be frequently and habitually visited by 
one having the charge of not more, if possible, than 
twenty households. By this busy internal mission- 
ary process a vast amount of direct good might be 
done, even were there nothing more than a kindly 
influential converse, all, of course, on the side of 
morality and religion and a better economics, than 
now prevails throughout the population. But one 
of the main benefits of such a system as this is, 
that it might be made to act so powerfully as a 
recruiting process both for church and schools, as 
afc length to tenninate in a parochial economy of a 
power and character so pervading that each child 
shall receive a wholesome education, and at the 
sound of their own Sabbath-bell nearly each house 
may be seen to pour forth its family of worshippers. 
We are sensible that even t\io\\g\v XXvva'^et^ \ft \akft 
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effect, it would yield nothing more than but a re- 
claimed portion of the whole territory. But if the 
hundreds of Christian philanthropists in Edinburgh 
and Glasgow, and the thousands in London, were 
in little separate bands to select their respective 
localities, and do the same thing, a single decade 
of years might not pass away without our being 
landed in the blessed result of a better and happier 
generation." 

On Friday the 19th February 1847, the West 
Port Church was opened for public worship by Dr 
Chalmers, and on the 25th April he presided at the 
first sacrament administered within its walls. On 
the following Monday he said to me — " I have got 
now the desire of my heart — the church is fin- 
ished, the schools are flourishing, our ecclesiastical 
machinery is about complete, and all in good work- 
ing order. God has indeed heard my prayer, and 
I could now lay down my head in peace and die." 
On Tuesday the 27th he wrote thus to Mr Lennox 
of New York : — " I wish to communicate what to 
me is the most joyful event of my life. I have 
been intent for thirty years on the completion of a 
territorial experiment, and I have now to bless 
God £oT the consummation oi \\». 0\xy OGsxi<^^^sa» 
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opened on the 19th of February, and in one month 
my anxieties respecting an attendance have been 
set at rest. Five-sixths of the sittings have been 
let ; but the best part of it is, that three-fourths of 
these are from the West Port — a locality which, two 
years ago, had not one, in ten, church-goers from the 
whole population. I presided myself, on Sabbath 
last, over its first sacrament. There were 132 com- 
municants, and 100 of them from the West Port" 

Scarcely more than two years had elapsed, yet 
how great was the transformation! When the 
work began, the number attending all places of 
worship did not exceed one-eighth of the whole 
population of the West Port. In the new church 
300 sittings were taken as soon as it was opened ; 
and of the 100 communicants from the district who 
sat down at the first communion, there were so 
many as eighty (some far advanced in life) who had 
never communicated in their lives before, or so long 
ago that they Jiad wholly forgotten the nature and 
objects of the ordinance. When the work began, 
of those capable of education three-fourths were not 
at school ; already the ratio had been reversed, and 
three-fourths were in regular attendance. Many of 
these children were of the poorest class, yet school 
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fees, amounting in the aggregate to upwards of ^70 
per annum, had been cheerfully and gratefully paid 
by their parents. The change was beginning to 
show itself even in the outward appearance of the 
district — ^in the increased cleanliness and tidiness 
of the children — in quieter Saturday nights, and 
more orderly Sabbaths. Many moral and physical 
agencies still existed, which wrought powerfully 
against the attempted reformation. More than 
twenty dram-shops in that single district hung 
out their invitation to debauchery, while fetid 
nests of filth and vice lay festering in many a 
close. There was something to be done here which 
the public authorities alone could do, and which 
Dr Chalmers urged them in vain to undertake : — 
" I would again implore the aid of the authorities 
for the removal of all those moral, and the aid of 
the Sanitary Board for the removal of all those 
physical nuisances and discomforts, which are found 
to exist within the limits of a territory so full of 
misery and vice at present, yet so full of promise 
for the future. Could I gain this help from our 
men in power, and this co-operation from the 
Board of Health, then, with the virtue which lies 
in education, and, above all, the hallowing influ- 
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ences of the gospel of Jesus Christ, I should look, 
though in humble dependence on the indispensable 
grace from on high, for such a result as, at least 
in its first beginnings, I could interpret into the 
streaks and dawnings of a better day, — ^when, after 
the struggles and discomfitures of thirty years, I 
might depart in peace, and leave the further pro- 
secution of our enterprise with comfort and calm- 
ness in the hands of another generation." 

It was but the dawning which he was permitted 
to behold. A few weeks after that first communion 
in the West Port, he was removed to the com- 
munion of the heavens, and the work was left in 
other hands. There were some who thought that 
his removal would be fatal to its success; and that 
it was only by such impulses as he could give, that 
such an enterprise could be sustained. But twenty- 
seven years have passed since he was at its head ; 
and each year has witnessed an advancing progre&s. 
In its educational department the work is complete. 
In the different schools, male and female, day and 
evening, between 400 and 500 children are in 
attendance ; nw is it known that there is a single 
child of a family resident within the West Foii ivho is 
not at school. Of what other like district in this 
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country could the same be said, and by what other 
instrumentality could it have been accomplished ? 
The most commodious school-room might have been 
built; and the ablest teacher salaried, and the edu- 
cation offered gratis to all the families, and yet hun- 
dreds of these children have remained untaught. It 
was the district visiting, and the zeal, especially of 
those ladies by whom a special oversight of the 
children's regular attendance at school was under, 
taken, by which this great achievement has mainly 
been accomplished. 

The ecclesiastical department presents us with a 
no less gratifying result. The habit of church attend- 
ance has become as general and regular within the 
West Port as it is in the best conditioned districts of 
Edinburgh. The church is filled to overflowing, and, 
while these pages are passing through the press, the 
people of the West Port, who among themselves con- 
tributed no less than XI 00 to the building of their 
church at first, are contributing, at a far higher rate 
of liberality, for the erection of a gallery.* It was 

* " The gallery is now erected, occupied, and, by the con- 
tributions of the people, aided by munificent friends, it is all 
paid. Additional galleries have been erected and filled, so 
that the church has about double the accommodation it had 
at first. All has been paid ; so that now there is no debt." 
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Dr Chalmers's conviction that in the worst localities 
the means existed, and could be evoked, by which 
an effective Gospel ministry, if once created, could 
afterwards be sustained ; and the history of the 
West Port confirms that conviction. The ecclesi- 
astical machinery is now complete, and were it 
separated from the rest it could be maintained in 
all its present efficiency by the free-will offerings of 
the people themselves. During the last year, besides 
meeting all the expenses necessary for the due sup- 
port of Christian ordinances, amounting to nearly 
£250, the West Port congregation has contributed 
£70 to missionary and educational objects. Nor 
has the cost been great at which all this has been 
effected. A site has been purchased, a church 
has been erected, commodious school-rooms have 
been built and furnished, a large adjoining tene- 
ment has been bought and fitted up, the minister's 
and the schoolmaster's and the schoolmistresses's 
FAlaries have been paid, and all incidental expenses 
discharged, during seven years and a half, for less 
than £5500. 

At the same cost, among the same class, within 

the same limits, and during the same time, there 

never have been accomplislied, m tlcda or any other 
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land, anything like the same educational and spiri- 
tual results. It stands the only instance in which 
the depths of city ignorance and vice have been 
sounded to the very bottom ; nor can the possi- 
bility of cleansing the foul basement storey of our 
social edifice be doubted any longer. How the 
spirit of the departed would have rejoiced had he 
lived to witness what the West Port now presents; 
and how gladly would he have hailed every token 
that the lessons given forth thereby were not likely 
to be lost ! 

And we beg it to be remembered that, all the 
while, the territorial principle has not been fairly 
tried in the West Port. At this moment, instead 
of twenty male visitors labouring with us, we have 
only five; instead of twenty female visitors, we 
have only thirteen. We have often had fewer — we 
do not think we have ever had more. It is true, 
we have been supplemented in the winter months 
by a few students, which we here gratefully acknow- 
ledge, and by a catechist ; but not to speak of one, 
the very best type of this class that we were ever 
privileged to know, who was cut down in the midst 
of his usefulness by virulent fever, and others who 
have been successively compelled to l^-ax^ \X\fc ^<^^ 
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sweep through these repulsive hulks of buildings 
from year to year. True, these houses of many 
flats, and rising pile on pile, in the older portion 
of our gorgeous city, present a scene from Princes 
Street, gaslit of an evening, for natural and arti- 
ficial grandeur, the most romantic that ever can be 
seen or even conceived. We hope that we are not 
incapable of such an emotion ; but our heart in- 
stinctively recoils from the enjoyment, when we 
reflect on the price at which it is purchased. We 
know that the dead are there ; that the steps taken 
by those within them, who are doomed to dwell 
there, are almost necessarily the steps to hell. The 
father, the mother, the daughter — these are driven, 
from the exhaustion induced for want of pure air, 
and by reason of all manner of filth sending forth 
its pestilential eflSiuvia, to seek momentary relief 
from alcoholic or other stimulants. Famine dwells 
there ; fever decimates the dwellers there, week by 
week continually; physical and social — moral and 
spiritual degradation ravages there as its chosen 
and undisturbed domain. 

Speak of expense in money ! the fever bill, the 
famine bill, the strong-drink bill, the prison bill, 

the pauper and police bill, they are all as the small 

G 
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in ill health, and broken down vigour, just when 
they were becoming known to, and acquainted 
with, the people; we trust that we have conclu- 
sively established the truth in £he preceding pages, 
that Christian men and women, mingling among 
their less-favoured brethren, entering their homes 
and forming friendships with them and their rising 
families, apart altogether from the saving of ex- 
pense, would produce a mutual benefit, which no 
other expedient or substitute can ever supply. 
While the better-conditioned class moVe further 
to the west in our large cities, and the humbler 
classes are gradually driven to the east ; and that 
without a free and boundless outlet even in that 
direction, but pressed into narrower limits year by 
year, as railway termini and public buildings are 
increased on the one hand, and the tide of immi- 
gration from the sister island rolls in ^upon the 
other, what can be looked for but what we see and 
what we all deplore 1 Rents for working people 
become exorbitant, smaller and smaller accom- 
modation must be endured, damp cellars and 
miserably filthy and ill-ventilated closes become 
the overcrowded receptacles of human beings, our 
own brethren. Heaven's healthful breezes never 
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sweep through these repulsive hulks of buildings 
from year to year. True, these houses of many 
flats, and rising pile on pile, in the older portion 
of our gorgeous city, present a scene from Princes 
Street, gaslit of an evening, for natural and arti- 
ficial grandeur, the most romantic that ever can be 
seen or even conceived. We hope that we are not 
incapable of such an emotion; but our heart in- 
stinctively recoils from the enjoyment, when we 
reflect on the price at which it is purchased. We 
know that the dead are there ; that the steps taken 
by those within them, who are doomed to dwell 
there, are almost necessarily the steps to hell. The 
father, the mother, the daughter — ^these are driven, 
from the exhaustion induced for want of pure air, 
and by reason of all manner of filth sending forth 
its pestilential eflSiuvia, to seek momentary relief 
from alcoholic or other stimulants. Famine dwells 
there ; fever decimates the dwellers there, week by 
week continually; physical and social — moral and 
spiritual degradation ravages there as its chosen 
and undisturbed domain. 

Speak of expense in money ! the fever bill, the 
famine bill, the strong-drink bill, the prison bill, 

the pauper and police bill, they are all as the small 
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dust of the balance compared to the fearful biU, 
which must be honoured one day, of human beings, 
— ^brethren thus shut up and abandoned, — of homes 
rendered stalls for preparing victims for the ever- 
lasting slaughter ranged all around the brink of the 
pit, — of souls left to perish, of immortal souls every 
week LOST. 

The process going on in many of these wynds, 
closes, and alleys, is precisely similar to that which 
took place in the steamer on the passage of the 
Londmi to Australia the other day. It is slower 
in its advancement, but the end is equally sure ; 
and the desperate and fiendish recklessness of man}'' 
of the sinking victims operates in the same way. 
When the catechists, or we, enter their abodes of 
suffering and sin, they are prone to conclude that 
we are the paid agents of the rich, who, they sup- 
pose, erect their public buildings, and squeeze them 
almost out of existence for the increase of their 
wealth, and then send us to school them into pro- 
priety, and to rebuke them because they wince 
when they suffer. How differently they would feel 
if they saw the truth, that multitudes of the rich 
are their real friends, and experienced the humanis- 
in^ and reassuring influence o? Wievt s^^^^thising 



WICKEDNESS OF POOR, FAULT OF THE RICH. 99 

looks and kind words ! But it is asked, Can we 
venture into the midst of such infection and danger 
to ourselves and families as you have just depicted? 
Would it not be a sin, unless we could by so doing 
lessen it? — ^Yes, it would, we answer. It is just 
because, by so doing, you would lessen it, and in a 
short time most certainly put an end to it, that we 
ask you to be territorial visitors. Your very pre- 
sence, week by week ex]jected, would produce a 
perceptible sanitary change upon the habits of your 
district, though you never spoke a word, or did any 
other thing. The very walking of our most excel- 
lent magistrates every Lord's Day through our dis- 
trict, would scare away many of our most clamant 
abominations; "iniquity, as ashamed, would" at 
least "hide its face." 

The rising generation, left, as the plebeian popu- 
lation now is, entirely to itself, never medicated by 
the mixture of other ranks, is growing up uncon- 
scious that* there is anything wrong in the most 
indecent improprieties. And the rich lose equally 
by not mingling with their poorer brethren as such. 
This is not all. If you were accustomed, week by 
week, to see what we see, your eyes would affect 
your heart. And this would Tcvsk^ -^wxx \^fc\» w>^ 
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to run on the errands of mercy, and your hands 
nimble to work, and your tongue eloquent to plead 
the cause of the poor and needy. You would no 
longer be pleased with sentimental regrets over ills 
that are held past a remedy; the police commission 
would be plied, the magistratical board would be 
besieged, by appeals that must be heard, and that 
could no longer be resisted. At the loss of all the 
revenue derived from the license of drinking-houses, 
you would demand their instant reduction, in a voice 
like the sound of many waters that must be heard. 
If building societies did not in all haste arise and 
build, you would each build a house yourself; and 
in short, ere next summer is done, there would be a 
complete dethronement of the fell tyrants — ^filth, 
famine, fever, and drunkenness — that are now 
gloated with their prey. In these two ways, the 
terrific dangers would most certainly retreat, on 
Christians doing their duty ; and as the latter ad- 
vanced, the former would, to a certainty, disappear. 
These are immediate and precious results so far as 
they go, and they are in the power of every one 
imbued with Christian principle. In this age of 
the reign, the iron reign of Mammon, every good 
is estimated at the pounds sterling that it costs. 



^ 
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One class of philanthropists says, " Put a convicted 
child into bridewell a year, the lowest possible cost 
is fifteen pounds ; take another mode, and it only 
costs you five." We cry. Deliberate before you 
decide; listen while we tell you; nay, come and 
examine territorial working for yourselves ; and, 
at this moment, we give you one thousand souls, 
young and old, under Christian education, at a 
pi'ojU to the community for Christian and educa- 
tional objects at home and abroad, which amounted 
last year to £140 ! The cry has been answered. 
The good work began under the wise and patriotic 
rdffime of Lord Provost Chambers. 



r 



CHAPTER V. 

Causes of the degradation of multitudes — The church guilty 
— Foreign missions — Their relation to territorialism — 
Object of this manual — Difficulties — Discouragements 
of territorial visitors. 

TT was the deliverance of wisdom three thou- 
•*- sand years ago, " All the brethren of the poor 
do hate him, his friends also stand far from 
him ; he pursueth them with words, but they are 
wanting unto him." — (Pro v. xix. 7.) Experience 
and observation of the soundest, respecting the 
world's conduct, ran thus into a maxim. Accoi:d- 
ing as the standard and power of godliness in the 
Church are low and feeble, the world assimilates 
the Church to itself, rather than the Church the 
world. But no sooner does Sion awake, and arise 
and shake herself from the dust, and shine, than 
the world comes to the brightness of her rising, 
and she meets the world with her light. This 
}gbt, like that of the natural auw, \)^\xtkv\a^"9i \Xsft 
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tops of the distant hills first, but ultimately, as it 
rises, it irradiates the darkest crannies of the low- 
liest vales around our feet. This was beautifully 
illustrated in our own Church, in sending out a 
deputation to seek after the lost sheep of the House 
of Israel. Her zeal for the heathen simultaneously 
burned up into a vehement flame. She changed 
the name of one department of her philanthropy 
from "The India" to "The Foreign Mission 
Scheme," and she changed, and is daily changing, 
by ten times the amount, the rate of her contri- 
butions. All the Churches seem as if, in their 
yearning anxiety, they could enfold in their benig- 
nant embrace the ends of the earth — the millions 
of the perishing. Do we regret this 1 No, truly. 
How unchristian, how unobservant, how unteach- 
able, if we did, should we prove ourselves to be. 
Parallel with this has been the progress of the 
Christian, and the more favoured classes towards 
the self-neglected and the poor. Never were there 
so many seeking after the morally and spiritually 
distant as now, when so many are seeking after 
the physically distant also. Let foreign missions, 
then, prosper — ^let them grow a hundredfold; the 
more shall the territorial caw^e ^TO«^«t» Twe*^ 'kxs. 
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not antagonistic : they are cognate, co-ordinate, 
and co-operative. Philosophy deals with men as 
masses — politicians and warriors do the same. 
Christ deals with individuals, preaches the gospel 
to the poor, sits down with the woman of Samaria 
at Jacob's Well — hungry and weary as He is — and 
counts not the time and the labour unworthily 
bestowed, though that woman was a sinner, Chris- 
tianity sees an object of undying and unspeakable 
interest alike in the enslaved African Topsy, and 
in the child of the savage demonised by the Papacy, 
and but yesterday imported into one of our plebeian 
districts from the wilds of Connaught. All hail, I 
repeat, to the progress of foreign missions. I see 
in their progress our progress as well. But you 
may exclaim, " I do not know these people ! what 
can I do to this formidable array of thousands in 
all our cities 1 " Here territorialism and you are 
at one. It admits and assumes that one cannot 
copfe with thousands, but it holds that one may and 
ought to cope with a dozen. It takes a compact 
manageable district, it subdivides it, it gives the 
visitor his or her division, a single tenement or 
stair; it sets you to become the personal friend of 
tAese families, to identify youTseVi m\,\v their joys 
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and sorrows, to prove to them your friendship by 
being their friends. This, not money, not pauper- 
ising provisions, is what the poor want — even a 
friend. We come with the findings of our experi- 
ence to guide you in the way, believing that you 
will welcome us. For there are, we believe, many 
Christians who have both the time and the dispo- 
sition to engage in active and personal attempts to 
" loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy 
burdens, to let the oppressed go free, to break every 
yoke." Many are already engaged, and many more 
are proposing to begin. But they feel that their 
labours are and must be desultory. They complain 
that they have no text-book or guide to direct them 
in the course to pursue. In consequence of which, 
they often feel that they have to undo what they 
have done, and they bewail the result of words of 
earnest and honest advice, which, had they pos- 
sessed the guidance derivable from the experience 
of others, might have been avoided, and much 
more good done, and valuable time and labour 
saved. 

Others feel that, after two or three visits, and a 
little acquaintance with the names of the parents 
and the children, the various ag&^ o^lW\^\Kt^^5w^ 
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trade or employment of the father, and the number 
of the family at work, at school, or otherwise en- 
gaged, statistics which are easily obtained and soon 
noted down, there is henceforward a great difficulty 
in prompting and sustaining profitable conver- 
sation. 

To supply these desiderata is the object of this 
Manual. Encouragement is felt by the reflection, 
that, accompanied by the blessing of God, some 
assistance may be afforded to district visitors in 
executing their work and labour of love, in render- 

. ing the employment more satisfactory to themselves 
and more useful to others. For it is needless to 
keep the truth in abeyance, that the work of 
district visiting, like every other employment in 
this fallen world, whose object is to lessen the 
tide of human sin and misery, and to advance the 
glory of God and the good of men, has its toils and 
discouragements. The persons already engaged in 
it have often found it a thankless occupation, re- 
quiring the exercise of faith in the Saviour whom 
they go forth to proclaim ; a sense of the strength 
implored by believing prayer in His name ; — con- 
tinued energy and Heaven-sustained perseverance ; 

— and no ordinary degree of jxiAgaieivX. wcA %>^iK- 
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command. These difficulties and discomforts are 
to be anticipated, and it is every way better, at the 
outset, that we divest -our minds of all romantic 
fancies about the territorial scheme. Assembled 
thousands may hang upon the lips of the orator in 
the gilded saloon, and imagine that the plebeian 
districts are Christianised as quickly and melodi- 
ously as his periods are' turned and his sentences 
flow. Soft luxuriance may present its crown or 
even its sovereign to pay for the work, as the 
thunders of applause greet the ear of the successful 
lecturer ; there may be one attempt or two upon 
the district, and then a feeling of astonishment 
that the road of good-doing is not a royal one after 
all ; for while they fancied that they had only to 
bid people go to church, they would certainly go ; 
— send their children to school, and they would 
forthwith send them; — cleanse their houses and 
their persons, and they would instantly cleanse 
them ; — renounce the drinking-shop, and they 
would at once renounce it ; — they find that these 
families have never heard of their triumphant 
meetingy and show a withering indifference to hear 
of it still. One may feast his fancy and exhaust 
his excited sentiment by a Idad. c^l tsl^t^^ ^s!l^ 
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moral dissipation in the gorgeous hall, seated in the 
midst of luxury, but there is no food for it in 
district visiting. 

This is to the natural heart the most prosaic of 
all engagements. There are scarcely any spectators 
except the scornful and the indifferent ; there are 
no charms for the fancy in the moral field any 
more than in the natural. As well might we expect 
the poet, by means of the verses composed under 
the shade of the wide-spreading branches of the 
beech-tree, to till the groimd, and sow the fields, and 
cover the erewhile unsightly clods with a mantle of 
green, and rejoice over the wealth of autumn in the 
waving golden corn that clothes our valleys, as 
expect that the dreams of romance and the visions 
of fancy will ever make the moral desert rejoice 
find blossom like the rose. 

In the one case, even as in the other, it is only 
sustained and systematic hard labour, stirred by 
the persevering prayer of faith, and animated by a 
firm confidence that the heavenly influences, the 
gentle showers, the genial dews, the enlivening sun, 
will not be withheld ; these combined, in the king- 
dom of grace as in the kingdom of nature, only 
will, and most certainly wift, "be fo\\o^^^\s^ ^otrea- 
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ponding increase. We think it right at the outset 
to speak the plain unvarnished truth. It is right 
that the person that is to be the district visitor 
should count the cost. It is better for the lady 
or gentleman who designs to begin. It is better 
for the cause. 



CHAPTER VL 

Qualifications of the district visitor — 1. A true believer — 2. 
A lively, thriving Christian — 3. No one can so live and * 
thrive, and continue to neglect the Lord's example in dis- 
trict visiting — Civic, social, and moral evila demanding 
district visiting. 

TTTE turn now to point out advantages derived by 
* ^ the district visitor from the most untoward 
events, and the least inviting walks of the chosen 
little field or garden. Of course, we assume that 
he or she is a real believer in Christ, one who can 
say, or who at least desires to say, " The life that 
I now live in the flesh, I live by the faith of the 
Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for 
me;" one who can, in every step of the progress of 
the work, look up to the living Saviour and say, 
"Lord, Thou knowest all things; Thou knowest 
that I love Thee." Otherwise, we conjure the 
person to stand back, by the terror of ruthlessly 
deepening that condemnation \\\ ^\v\ek \i^ mils to 
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remain ; we implore him to desist, for it is a fearful 
indication that he hath sealed his own ruin, if his 
own conscience do not proclaim the solemn words 
as he enters every house, " What hast thou to do, 
to declare My statutes and to take My covenant in 
thy mouth?" A district visitor and a true believer, 
therefore, shall be understood by us to be conver- 
tible terms. 

To such, the want of success and disappointments 
are not without their benefits. They teach simple 
dependence on God ; they deepen our sense of the 
abomination of sin, of the love that constrained the 
Man of Sorrows to come to seek and to save the 
lost. They prompt the cry, " Who is a God like 
unto Thee?" They drive to prayer. What is 
learned in this way by dearly-bought experience, 
has been acquired in the Christian's most appro- 
priate school, and is therefore most surely retained. 
And when it has wrought this in us, it is all but 
certain that better success is at hand. 

District visiting has many other direct and imme- 
diate advantages. It affords a field for bringing 
into action the desire for usefulness that exists 
in every renewed soul. And, thanks be to God, 
there are hundreds upon hundieds. m ovsct \s<^'^^'^^ 
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land animated by this desire. We rejoice in the 
spectacle, and take courage while we behold it. 
Never was there, we believe, a more ardent desire 
on the part of the more favoured ranks of society 
to ameliorate the condition of their less favoured 
brethren. Tha examples recorded of the Apostolic 
believers are, by the grace of God, renewed; living 
examples, like those to whom Paul sends his salu- 
tation, and whom he commends to the sympathy of 
his fellow-labourers at Philippi (Phil. iv. 2) — " And 
I entreat thee also, true yoke-fellow, help those 
women who laboured with me in the gospel, with 
Clement also, and with other my fellow-labourers, 
whose names are in the book of life." The rebuke 
of the prophet Isaiah (chap. IviiL 7) seems carried 
home to many hearts, and the Spirit of grace is 
adding to their number every day. By means of 
a striking sermon, or a good book, or the example 
of some active labourer in the field, the conviction 
is deepened with powerful force on many around 
that they ought to arise, to shake themselves from 
the dust, and instantly to do something. In the 
city of our habitation, the wants and the woes of 
the poor are brought vividly before us ; the ignor- 
anee and vice of thousands uncated. iox ^netrate 
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US with compassion. We contrast our own reli- 
gious advantages, our temporal blessings, with 
the criminal neglect which has suffered them 
to grow up uncared for, to pine in anguish 
unpitied, to trifle with temptation unwarned, to 
fall without a solitary friendly hand stretched 
out to help them to rise, till, in many instances, 
they are now a curse to thelnselves, and to 
the community that has so shamefully neglected 
them. The aspiration springs up, that I were 
doing something ! How delightful the employ- 
ment of cheering the hard lot of some one, of 
instructing the ignorant, of pointing to the Lamb 
of God that taketh away the sin of the world, 
and to extend somewhat the amount of that 
godliness, which is profitable in all things, having 
the promise of the life that now is, as well as 
that which is to come ! There is no really 
lively Christian who has not been the subject 
of such aspirations. And yet these aspirations, 
so full of hope and promise, are constantly suffered 
to evaporate in fruitless wishes. Or, what is still 
more detrimental, a subscription -book is handed 
in, on behalf of the one or the other of the 
hundred ephemeral panaceas for tJ^a ^xrt^ ^1 "^^ 
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ills of society, a lew shillings are paid, and there 
is an end of the matter. Nay, scarcely an end. 
You venture out, and are assailed by the piteous 
whine of want from a squalid victim of poverty and 
misery, with a number of tortured infants who even 
excel the professional mother in the force and the 
plaintiveness of their appeal. You are overborne ; 
you fling at them, for deliverance, a piece of money; 
and you say to your conscience, Surely I have done 
my duty now ; I shall enjoy a season of serene tran- 
quillity. Next day you are confounded to find, 
instead, that the demands on your benevolence, 
and the objects of extreme misery, are increased 
tenfold. You fold your hands in helpless agony. 
You rush to the readiest and the most convenient 
conclusion. Society is hopelessly corrupt — the 
lower classes are incurably depraved — the attempt 
to mend matters is vain. We have tried it, and 
lo ! the evil is increased — we bewail it, but we can- 
not help it — it is the will of Heaven, and we must 
submit. Still you cannot make up your mind to 
see your fellow-sinners perish. Your Christianity 
will not let you, without an effort to save them, 
and you are ill at ease. The instincts of the new 
mail within you will not let. you Y^at. More soup- 
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tickets must be obtained; another subscription and 
another, without end, to the multitude of schemes 
that rise on the ruins of each other, must be paid, 
that you may obtain some degree of peace within. 
All the while you are tortured by the reflection, 
that the poor-rate is rising by thousands yearly, 
and that the schemes of man's device, and the sub- 
scriptions that you and a thousand others have 
paid, have only added fuel to the flame. You say, 
We admit and deplore the fact, but what can we 
do 1 We answer. Become district visitors, cease to 
pay subscriptions only, and begin to act. Cease to 
linger at home, the victims of languor and hopeless 
wishes, that the ills of society might be remedied — 
cease to .pay your subscriptions to widely-extended 
and imposing organisations which strike the eye, 
and look fair outwardly — cease to do your duty 
to the poor by deputy, by committees, and paid 
officers, and do it yourselves ; and then, only then, 
are you in a hopeful, because in a scriptural way of 
meeting and extirpating the evil The Saviour of 
the world, when He came, did not sit in a comfort- 
able home, and organise a board, and send the 
members forth, and receive their reports day by 
day. He went Himself into t.Vvft ^V^q^'^'s, «cii >^^n's^ ^ 
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the chambers of sickness and of death — ^the dens of 
vice and misery, where Satan had his seat. He 
soon became the friend of all; for they never knew 
a man who befriended them for friendship's sake 
till they knew Him, and so " the common people 
heard Him gladly." Conscience within, sprinkled 
as it is from evil works, tells you that you have 
not begun the work till you do this ; its instincts 
are now congenial to Bible doctrine, and it responds 
to the Bible statement, that in this as in all other 
conjunctures. He hath left us an example that we 
should follow His footsteps. You give, and all 
honour, we repeat, to the more favoured classes of 
this city, you give most liberally; but we fearlessly 
appeal to your own consciences, if all your giving, 
satisfies you that you have done what you might, 
and what you ought. You say to yourselves. We 
cannot help it, we can do no more, we are satisfied 
that in many a case what we give is abused; 
but as we give it with a good intention, we are 
not responsible. This you feel, however, to be 
unsatisfactory; and we tell you, the sooner you 
listen to the monition within, the better for 
jrou and the community; for we hesitate not to 
come to the aid of conscience, scviSl \*o ^^> You 
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are responsible for what you give ; that what 
you give is a direct premium upon vice, and 
is, in nine cases out of ten, a contribution to 
the iniquity that is coming in like a flood upon 
Scottish society. 



CHAPTER Vn. 

Advantages of district visiting — Practical work for our 
Evangelical Alliance, if works not words alone are wanted 
—It even meets the argument for cheapness in this day of 
mammon worship — ^Dlustrative incidents — It restores, as 
far an may be, Scotland's parochial management of the 
poor on Chiistlan principles— It promotes the spiritual 
health of the visitor— It is only obedience to the Word of 
God. 

TTOW can we be able to investigate every case ? 
•■--■- you ask in astonishment. Let all become 
tlistrict visitors, let all our churches and citizens 
instantly act, as far as is competent to them, on the 
temtorial principle, and this fruitful stream of 
poverty and profligacy is dried up at its source in 
the course of one week. I am convinced that there 
is an amount of living Christianity within the city 
of Edinburgh, capable of affording a visitor to 
every ten, or at most twenty, families of the 
plebeian population. Enter on the work, and 
the excuse for begging, and the necessity that 
constrains the benevolent to yield to the extortion, 
wj'JI save an amount that would ^o i^ \*i ^'eJawj 
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the current expense of ecclesiastical and educational 
operations. I have estimated the amount of what 
is daily paid in actual money to sturdy and cla- 
morous beggars, young and old, trained to the 
highest proficiency in the art, to be a sum not less 
than £10,000 per annum for Edinburgh alone. 
I base my estimate upon observation in a limited, 
sphere, and must confess that this is at best an ap- 
proximation. But this is far from the self-imposed 
amount of premium paid unconsciously upon idle- 
ness and duplicity by the benevolent. These 
depraved swarms congregate towards midnight in 
the most demoralised and irregular lodging-houses 
in the city. There the revelling and debauchery 
are prolonged far into the morning. The sober 
and hard-working mechanic is deprived of the rest 
and reinvigoration which the stillness of night ought 
to bring to his exhausted frame, by the bacchan- 
alian orgies, the quarrellings, the cursings, the 
fightings, the means of carrying out which are 
daily furnished, unsuspectingly, upon our streets 
by the kind-hearted citizens. We ourselves once 
witnessed such a scene, having been called to see a 
dying man after midnight. The cries and the 
blasphemies that assailed o\\\: ^wc% n^^-^^ \sNSsjy^Nj>s** 
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We were stunned^ and ]iir^;ed to the spot We 
cried to the policeman. Why dcm't yoq interfere f 
He assured us with the greatest coolness that it 
was needless, such scenes being of nightly occur- 
rence. At last the door of the den was opened. 
Some of the revellers rushed out Prom within 
we overheard the following toast over their cups — 
" Health to the Moray Place gentry, and may they 
long have pence and sixpences to afford us free-and- 
easy nights." " No," cried a voice, "nothing lower 
than silver can be accepted." I wished that th' 
premium-payers for street-begging had stood be- 
side me and listened. The policemen in this case, 
however, had to interfere, and a number were lodged 
in the police cells. A tax has to be paid to afiiord 
them rooms heated on the most scientific principle. 
Gas must be provided to let them see to sleep all 
tlie night. Comforts are furnished there, which 
many of them never knew till they were accused of 
crime. Their children, meanwhile, are thrown upon 
the parochial funds, or they become wild Arabs of 
the city for the supply of our ragged schools. 

You answer to all this. But can we steel our 
hearts against our own flesh, the victims of pining 
r and pinching cold "i A i^aiad^o^ \.\iaw^l\ it 



^mige 
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seems, I write all this to open your heart to such. 
You share in the fraud against such, by bestowing 
your gifts as you do. 

You are accustomed to conceive the West Port, 
and other similar localities, as the refuge of sturdy 
beggars and abandoned profligates. Strangers of 
the better ranks come to our church, and, while 
agreeably disappointed at the scene, exclaim, "But 
where are the beggars and the worthless 1" — ^they 
are so accustomed to be told by such that they 
dwell in the West Port. But it is not true. 
I have had to advertise yearly that there are no 
beggars in our congregation. It has cost me 
pounds and pounds out of my small income. That 
there are beggars that lodge for a night in the 
West Port, we admit ; but we declare that there 
are families, resident in the West Port, as respect- 
able and as comfortable as those of the same rank 
of life in any other part of Scotland. There are 
many poor people ; but their general character is 
to bear their privations, and to breast the tide of 
adversity, with a spirit and a perseverance that 
would teach many that think themselves superior 
a lesson. They are not beggars. Their general 
character is not meanness. TWe, a^e, wfljtvi^ <n^ \Xv.<kw. 




122 ILLUSTRATIVK DfCIDKXT. 

poctr; bat tiiey have so much self-respect even yet, 
that they exert all their skill to hide, and not to 
proclaim, their poverty. Yet I do not, for the cause 
that I have stated, wonder that those who never 
mingled among them should conclude that they 
are a community of worthless beggars. I recollect 
a case that illustrates what I mean. 

Some months ago, on a Monday morning about 
oeven o'clock, I walked out by the Meadows towards 
Momingside. An interesting lad, who was lame, 
accosted me, as usual, for alms. I endeavoured to 
walk out of the way; but he exerted a persever- 
ance worthy of a better cause. Whether I walked 
tardily or quickly, there was he pertinaciously dog- 
ging me. At length, being in a mood for a little 
recreation, as well as to enlarge my stock of know- 
ledge, and mayhap to speak a word that might 
profit, I desisted my attempts to get off, and invited 
him to come forward. 

He did not come up so quickly as I ex- 
pected ; but I stood while he walked, and my 
object was soon attained. I asked him what he 
wanted. 

" Only the smallest copper, sir, for I have not yet 
tasted any breakfast." 
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"That seems scarcely a privation; I have not 
tasted breakfast yet, but I do not feel that a matter 
of lamentation." 

" Only a small sum, sir, for T have nothing." 

" Where do you live ? " 

" In the High Street, sir." 

" With whom 1 " 

" My mother." 

" How are you lame 1 " 

" I have been in the Infirmary ; my leg was torn 
with machinery ; I was learning to be an engineer 
in Glasgow." 

" Do you belong to Glasgow ? " 

" Yes, sir." 

" What does your father work at 1 " 

" He is dead, sir." 

" When, and where, did he die 1 " 

"He was killed, sir, in Glasgow, about seven 
months ago, at the same mill." 

"And you, being hurt in Glasgow, came to 
Edinburgh Infirmary. Was there no Infirmary in 
Glasgow r' 

" I came with my mother, sir." 

" But what does your mother do ? " 

" Nothing, sir. She can g^iit wo ^cy^^ 
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" Why do you not both go to Glasgow, where 
you are known ? " 

" The doctors will not let me leave town, sir ; I 
have to go to the Infirmary every day." 

" Then they will afford you food 1 " 

"No, sir." 

"You have come out, then, of your own accord ; 
they have not sent you out ? " 

" Yes, sir, they have." 

" Were you at church yesterday 1 " 

"Yes, sir." 

" What church do you attend 1 " 

" The West Port, sir." 

" Who is the minister of that church 1 " 

" Mr Tasker, sir." 

" Did he preach yesterday 'i " 

" Yes, sii\" 

" What like is he 1 " looking him full in the face 
as we walked. " Is he tall or short ? " 

" He is very tally sir." 

" In what part of the church do you sit ? " 

" In the left wing of the loft, sir." 

The church has no gallery.* Here I felt such a 

* This happened in 1849. There are now front and side 
galleriea, in consequence of the mcteaae ot th» congregation ; 
9o that the accommodation is ncarVy dowViVcA. 
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moral indignation, that though I had been looking 
for a policeman for some time, yet I could restrain 
myself no longer. I addressed him plainly, told 
him that I was Mr Tasker, and after warning him 
of the end of his ways, assured him that, if I should 
ever again see him begging, I should, in pity to the 
poor, hand him over to the nearest policeman. He 
bowed politely, took off his cap, said, " Thank you, 
sir," then turned about hastily, walked away, and 
I have not seen him since. I repeat, let the Chris- 
tian churches of this city form themselves into 
territorial agencies; let an evangelical alliance be 
formed instantly, to take possession of the city 
in the name of the Prince of Peace. Let there 
be an end of overlapping, and of sectarian 
competitions. As soon as may be, let churches 
and schools be opened ; but, in the meantime, 
let from ten to twenty families be apportioned 
to each district visitor — let that visitor set him- 
self or herself to become the intimate acquaint- 
ance, thfe real friend, of each of these families ; and 
then, when a squalid object and a piteous tale of 
woe are presented, you look the list for the minis- 
ter who has been appointed to this locality; he 
communicates with the visitor of tl\ft d\&tx\&^ vcs^ 
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which the party dwells; if the case is a needy one, 
proper relief is given ; if not, the pretender is ex- 
posed and punished. The really needy should not 
be left to beg. The idle, the worthless sturdy 
beggar, who defrauds the poor and preys upon the 
community, should be punished. 

Another direct advantage is, that it revives, as 
far as may be, the Presbyterian eldership and 
deaconship of Scotland — ^the unpaid, the Christian 
guardianship of the poor.* As matters are, and 
L tending every day'the desei^ng poor arl left 
to pine in penury and neglect. They strive to keep 
their humble abodes and their persons in decent 
cleanliness and outward respectability. The in- 
spector looks in, and seeing everything so neatly 
arranged, concludes — ^because appearances contrast 
so favourably with the abodes of the vicious, the 
drunken, and the abandoned — that the former case 
is at least not clamant, while the latter is. It is 
decreed that the former shall get nothing, while the 
latter gets an immediate allovrance; or, at best, the 
one gets four shillings a-month, and the other eight 
or ten ! The former struggles a while ; but we 

* The Society for Improving the Condition of the Poor is a 
bJeaaed oomplement to TerritoriaUsra. ^^^ ^»^%1t>. 
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fearlessly ask, Would you like to be put into such 
a state of trial as to be doomed to give up all 
regard for decency, and cleanliness, and self-respect, 
or be left to starve 1 Let us not be misunderstood, 
as if we meant to bring a charge of criminal neglect 
against the officers of our parochial boards. We 
mean no such thing. All of them known to us are 
painstaking and respectable men, who do their 
best to find out the proper objects, and to relieve 
them. It is the essential defect of the system at 
which we point, and thereby show that district 
visiting, if universal, would cut off this tremendous 
premium on vice at once. 

Another certain and immediate advantage may 
be mentioned, personal to the visitor himself or 
herself. It gives life and vigour to the spiritual 
man — it confirms the religious character. Charged 
with errands of mercy — relating "the story of 
grace " — entering into sympathy with the feelings 
of the poor — ministering to their wants — comfort- 
ing them in their sorrows — lamenting over their 
ungodliness — seeing and feeling that " it is an evil 
thing and a bitter to depart from the living God " 
— praying with them and for them ; these are not 
only delightful employments in themsftVv^'e.^ Vsnj^ 
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. also, by bringing into exercise all the graces of the 
Christian character, and employing all the powers 
of soul and body as instruments of righteousness 
unto holiness, these graced are made to permeate, 
medicate, elevate, and sanctify the whole moral 
and spiritual nature. The principle of benevolence 
is enlarged by constant endeavours to relieve pain 
and want, to make the friendless and the poor 
better and happier than we found them. Our 
distaste for everything sinful is deepened into 
loathing, our love for holiness is fanned into glow- 
ing ardour, as we perceive the deformity of ungod- 
liness in the less refined wickedness of the poor. 
In the case of the poor we see sin as it is ; whereas 
among the more highly favoured classes it is fre- 
quently less unsightly. 

The striving to rescue our fellow-sinners, the 
very yearnmgs of our souls for their salvation, 
prompt us to more devoted lives of consistent 
and advancing holiness ; so that we may haply 
pull them out of the fire. Paul felt this in 
saying, "Walk as ye have us for an example." 
For what we are always recommending to others 
as lovely and of good report, is likely to gain a 

Iinner hold upon our own aftections. Iw witnessing 
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the boy or the girl, with hunger, ill usage, and 
neglect, deeply marked in every feature of the 
countenance, clothed in rags that scarcely cover 
from absolute nudity, covered with filth, and 
bruised with blows inflicted by the hand of a 
depraved father, and more frequently a drunken 
mother, in demoniacal barbarity ; — as you deplore 
the child's detention from school, being trained by 
these very parents to lie, and cheat, and steal, to 
use any artifice to obtain the means of the coming 
night's debauch ; — as you inwardly feel that the 
only hope of that boy or that girl's rescue seems to 
lie in being rendered fatherless and motherless, for 
they are far worse than if- they were so ; — you are 
prompted to ask, Why had I different parents 1 
how distinguishing have been the gifts of the Father 
of lights to me ! 

In witnessing the dreadful consequences of a life 
of sin, in the premature old age, the trembling 
frame of the debauchee and the drunkard, tied by 
the cords, bound by the iron fetters of their own 
sin — in surveying the ruin, the disease, the woe, the 
contentions, the strifes without cause, the heartless- 
ness of children to their parents, the direct fruit of 
their heartlessness to them — 1\^^ ^^^X'^'isj^^^^ ^*^ 
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conscience, the fiendish scowl of enmity to the name 
of God and of goodness — ^in listening anon to the 
groans of the sinner, whose conscience is at last 
awaking, and giving forth within the distracted 
bosom the mutterings that betoken the felt ap- 
proach of the last judgment's thunders, — ^pity for 
the sufferers stirs us up to greater instancy in 
prayer for them, and to greater diligence in fighting 
the good fight of faith ourselves. As we return to 
our homes, and enjoy peace and competence, our 
sympathy for the sorrowful will prompt the grate- 
ful sigh, and gratitude will utter thanks to Jehovah 
that we have been spared from their crimes and 
the fearful retribution whicli they inevitably entail 
" Who maketh thee to differ ] " will be the lan- 
guage in which the thoughts of our heart find 
appropriate expression. " Not unto us, Lord ! 
not imto us, but unto thy name give glory, for thy 
mercy and thy truth's sake." ^*By the grace of 
God I am what I am." When privation meets 
our eye, when we are told by the toil and care 
worn father that weeks have been spent in going 
up and down imploring leave to toil, and that 
again he has returned home unsuccessful ; when, 
with the big tear filling au eye wwu^^^i \.o ^^'^Xj, W 

L 
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tells US that he and the mother do not feel it much 
to be all the day without food, but that it is more 
than their hearts can bear to see the little ones go 
forth into the frozen and the snowclad street with 
unshod feet, morning by morning to attend school 
without any breakfast ; when we survey the dreary 
room or cellar, damp and cold, without any fire ; 
when we look at the bed with scarce any covering, 
or in many a case see no bed at all, only a little 
filthy straw in a comer; when we see the pale 
and haggard countenance proclaim that fever has 
run its burning, wasting course through that frame, 
and that hunger and cold and friendlessness are 
quickly gnawing the vitals, and inflicting more 
intense anguish than fever ever did, we learn to 
understand how it is, and why it is, that so many 
of the poor rush to the dens of dissipation, swallow 
the intoxicating draught for momentary relief and 
oblivion, even at the certain and the awfully ruinous 
price of succeeding and more agonising and re- 
morseful existenqe ; — all this magnifies the mercy 
of God to ourselves, and shames us out of discon- 
tentment, when prone to murmur at the lot which 
the gracious providence of God has assigned us. 
Ij2 uttering words of comiotX., m ^\xv^ <$j*.Y^vi^^^^N. 
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to the feelings of kmdness and sympathy wliich 
glow withm our bosoms, we are taught to feel 
another's woe, and this gives felicity to our own 
souls. We enjoy the least enervating, and the 
most refreshing of all luxuries, — that of doing 
good. We are lifted up from freezing selfishness ; 
and the reflection, that the Deliverer of the poor 
and needy hath, by means of us, fed the hungry and 
clothed the naked, scattered the cloud of deepest 
gloom, and made the sun, like clear shining after 
rain, to send forth its cheering rays — opened 
another heart to love Him, and another mouth to 
sing the new song, — affords an endless theme of 
thanksgiving and praise. 

The district visitor is occasionally cheered by 
finding a true disciple of Christ in a most unlooked- 
for habitation. He listens to the declaration, and 
surveys the blessed fruits, of the unswerving faith 
and constancy of some long-tried and sorely-afficted 
follower of the Lamb. He enjoys the privilege of 
witnessing the great simplicity and beauty of the 
poor man's trust ; the trials, and privations, and 
pains that are borne, not only without murmuring 
and repining, but with a rejoicing and a melody of 
praises that would amaze him if he knew not their 
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source. These steady lights in the darkness, these 
witnesses for Christ, these fruits of the glorious 
gospel of the grace of God, are far more convincing 
evidences, than all the books on external proofs 
in existence, that the religion of the Bible is the 
power of God and the wisdom of God. From 
scenes like these we return to our homes with an 
example to follow ; we have received good instruc- 
tion, and we have grounds of praise to our Lord 
and Master that we possessed not before. 

Even our failings, our felt and deplored un- 
worthiness and unfitness, and the small success 
that attends our efforts, are well fitted to keep us 
humble, and to constrain us to cry to Jehovah that 
we may ever be ready to hear while He tells us, 
"Not by might, not by power, but by my Spirit, 
saith the Lord of Hosts." By active and regular 
employjuent in district visiting on the territorial 
plan, faith, hope, charity, including benevolence, 
compassion, and contentment, all subservient to 
zeal for God, the love and practice of holiness, are 
di'awn forth and exercised, and our Christian char- 
acter is strengthened at every point. 

Many other direct and immediate advantages 
might be added. Under the head of personal ad- 
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vantage, we might show the territorial district 
visitor that he or she is bearing a part to stem the 
tide of social degeneracy and national degradation 
and destruction — we might show that the mul- 
titudes of our mechanics and artizans have not 
degenerated in one day, neither will one day suffice 
to lift them up — we might remind Christians that 
it is as true as when the Saviour pronoimced the 
words, that they are the salt of the earth and the 
light of the world, and that, acting up to their 
capabilities and their resources in their one living 
Lord and Master, they might be the means, even 
yet, of teaching self-blinded statesmen that Chris- 
tianity is a power not to be regulated by, but to 
regulate, parliamentary enactments — ^not to be cut 
and squared as a moral and civic or social police, 
but to teach and to lead in the path of peace and 
pleasantness — ^that the way to promote peace and 
prosperity on earth is not to scorn God's Word 
themselves, and to pension those who repudiate its 
authority and profane the Lord's day, but the very 
opposite ; and would the Christianity of Great 
Britain yet come forth for such a high and holy 
enterprise — ^would but the children of Zion renounce 
their internal feuds and sectarian bitterness, and give 
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themselves to labour in the name and the faith of 
( Christ, we have no fear for our beloved country yet. 
But we prefer to keep within the limits which 
Ave have assigned ourselves in this Manual. We 
wish to remind our fellow-Christians that, while 
these are personal and direct advantages of being 
teiTitorial district visitors, the converse is no less 
true. We cannot advance in godliness, but must 
of necessity languish and fall back, unless we ex- 
ercise the gifts, the graces, and the opportunities 
which God has given us. The parable of the 
talents plainly shows this. He who buried the 
talent in the earth, lost even what he had. He 
who exercised and improved what was originally 
given, had more bestowed upon him. The liberal 
soul shall he made fat ; there is that scattereth and yet 
Increasefh ; there is that withhpldeth more than is mset, 
ami it tendeth only to penury. He that ivatereth others 
shall he tvatered himself. Spiritual life in the be- 
liever, though from the beginning indestructible, 
is yet at first very weak and feeble and in a most 
ungenial situation. He is like the marble block 
newly, cut out of the rock. All the fine qualities 
are there ; but how much labour and how many 
complicated processes have to be. \x\\Afe\\akfc\v ^isx^ 
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accomplished ere these qualities shine forth • The 
block must be hammered and chiselled, and many 
hard and painful strokes must be inflicted upon 
the Christian, ere he reach the measure at the 
stature of a perfect man in Jesus Christ. Is not 
my word afire, saiih the Lord, and a hammer to break 
the rock in pieces? Now, if we stay at home in 
idleness, or live a life of ease and frivolous pleasure, 
we will assuredly be like blocks left by the way- 
side, or lying high and dry, left by the receding 
tide, shapeless, unsightly, and useless, fit only to be 
broken up and trodden under foot. 

We do not say that every Christian ought to be 
or can be a territorial district visitor. There "are 
positions in which our Saviour places some of His 
children which render this physically impossible. 
Want of health, or the nature of our worldly 
business or profession, may render it impossible for 
us to enjoy this privilege. In such cases, God has 
other means of invigorating and training the new 
man in His redeemed family. Long-continued ad- 
versity, personal and relative affliction, losses and 
disappointments, desperate struggles with inveterate 
corruptions in the heart, the darkness and dis- 
tortion of view experienced in t\\c coYi^doMwieas of 
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the inner man, are some of the means by which 
Jehovah disciplines His children, and supplies the 
privation of being invigorated by active and self- 
denied service. Still, where no such obstructions 
exist, no such impossibilities intervene, active use- 
fulness should be the character of our religion. A 
visitor's place in a territorial district supplies the 
field of labour in the cultivation of which alone we 
are warranted to look for the fulfilment of the pro- 
mise of Jehovah. — (Isa. Iviii. 8, to the end.) When 
thus directly employed in regular efforts for the 
glory of God and the good of man, we have objects 
over which to pray, and for which to give thanks. 

The believer under trial, and pain, and priva- 
tion, by his example reproves, draws, and causes 
us to advance in the narrow way — ^the sinner in 
his sins, groaning under their fearful and accu- 
mulating load, calls forth our pity, and prompts 
the grateful praises of our heart that we are what 
we are ; the going to the throne of grace on behalf 
of others is certainly profitable to ourselves, the 
action of good-doing is healthful, even as running 
streams purify themselves, while stagnant waters 
become corrupt and generate noisome and venomous 
creatures : while, by the continued avi^\>l\fts. ^1 xSw^ 
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simplicity of aim, this, instead of discouraging, will 
animate. For God hath chosen the foolish things 
of the world to confound the wise, that no flesh 
should glory in His presence. " We have this trea- 
sure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of 
the power might be of God, and not of us." It is 
not humility to be faithless, to disbelieve the word 
and promise of God, to distrust His power or His 
faithfulness, to limit the Holy One of Israel, and 
not to remember His hand. The more conscious of 
inherent weakness and worthlessness, the more 
safe are we from leaning on ourselves or proclaim- 
ing ourselves, and the nearer are we to abundant 
success. Let the visitor in such a frame of spirit 
ask much, expect much, assured that according to 
his faith so shall it be done unto' him. Only let 
not the inexperienced enter on the work sanguine 
that Satan's strongholds will yield, and his willing 
slaves capitulate at the first assault, or the first 
summons to surrender. Your own heart, if re- 
newed, will furnish daily evidence that, in every 
case, it is a hard work to drive Satan out of the 
possession of his usurped kingdom. 

Let the work be done in faith, in prayer ; and let 
the sovereignty^ the supreme madom, the almighty 
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power, the unspeakable grace of Zion*s King be 
ever present to your minds ; and leave the time, 
and the manner, and the amount of the increase to 
Him, with the simple confidence of little children. 
Deferred success will prove your own faith, and 
invigorate your Christian graces ; but the desire of 
the faithful servant shall not fail of its accomplish- 
ment. "Be not weary in well-doing, for in due 
time you shall reap if you faint not." Let not dis- 
couragements dishearten you — ^let not success elate 
you ; for the work is the Lord's,, and the luxury of 
doing good for the Lord's sake is assuredly the 
highest felicity out of heaven. Irrespective of 
results, it is your privilege to remember that 
" pure religion and undefiled, before God and the 
Father, is this : to visit the fotherless and widows 
in their affliction, and to keep yourselves unspotted 
from the world : " to invite every wanderer to the 
fold : to entreat every lost one, and every lingerer 
within the precincts of impending wrath, sfiying, 
"Come thou with us, and we will do thee good; for 
the Lord hath spoken good concerning Isi'aeL" 



CHAPTER Vm. 

Failure of Territorialism only apparent, not real. 

rriHE elevation of the self-neglected, non-church- 
J- going famines in our cities and towns, and 
in our mining and manufacturing districts, is now 
happily no longer a problem counted unsolvable ; 
and, best of all, it is now accepted as an obligation 
to be acknowledged, a work to be achieved by 
every section of the Christian Church. The Chris- 
tian individual, the congregation, the church most 
distinguished for territorial labours, are invariably 
found to be the most liberal in the support of 
foreign missions to Jews and Gentiles, and to be 
the most prosperous in every respect. When one 
looks at territorial churches connected with every 
evangelical denomination in the land, and contrasts 
these with the once solitary West Port building, 
scarcely finished at the date of Dr Chalmers's death, 
he can only " thank God and take courage." With 
prayer more fervent and liopeM \»W\\ «vQr^ I look 
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up to the Father of Lights, to look on the face of 
His anointed, the Head of the Church and the 
Governor among the nations, the God of all the 
families of the earth, to pour out the Spirit, to grant 
that the set time to favour Zion in our beloved 
land may come. I shall even hope to see the day 
when at least the separated branches of our Pres- 
byterian "household of faith" shall be visibly one; 
when all our congregations shall be territorial 
churches ; when our church buildings shall be 
erected, not for party pride and sectarian purposes, 
but shall be regularly posted as lamps along our 
streets, and be as cities set upon a hill that cannot 
be hid (Isa. Iviii.) For notwithstanding all that 
has been done during the past thirty years, the 
Lord hath need of all this. I believe, judging 
from our own city, there is as great an amount of 
practical heathenism at this moment, as when Dr 
Chalmers entered on his West Port enterprise in 
1844. Let none exclaim at this admission, How 
can you urge the further and more vigorous prose- 
cution of the work, if matters be as bad as when 
you began 1 Are you not admitting that you have 
laboured in vain, and spent your strength for 
nought 1 By no means. I can a\\o^' , ^\q«jl "^^ 
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church records and my own note-book, that more 
than 6000 have been restored to a credible profes- 
sion of faith in Jesus Christ, to hopeful conyersion, 
to all the decencies and comforts of godly and well- 
ordered and well-conditioned families. I can point 
to names in the ranks of our office-bearers and 
membership that have gone forth to be ministers 
of Christ at home and abroad, among Jews and 
Gentiles ; to brethren that have gone forth to be 
rectors of academies in India, and professors in 
New Zealand and Australia; to mechanics and 
mercantile men that are bearing the burden and 
heat of the day, holding up the banner of the Cross 
in all the continents and islands, and in the Army 
and the Navy, to the uttermost ends of the earth. 
Tnie, all these were not gathered out of the mass 
of degraded and sunken heathenism. Some of 
them came to our help, as Christian men and 
women; and right precious fellow-labourers they 
were. All through I have lamented tliat I had 
so few of these. I trust they that follow will have 
more. Tlieir bow will abide the longer in its 
strength, and their success will be all the greater. 
So I doubt not all my brethren, when as long in 
the field, mil Jiave yet getter seals of theii' 
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ministry ; ay, they have them now. Urgently 
some one replies, But how do you reconcile that 
with the statement that matters are as bad as when 
you began ? On account of the following, among 
other causes. Not to speak of the increase of the 
population during these thirty years, there are. 
First : The continual drain upon our rural and 
sequestered glens and uplands, carrying our most 
ardent and enterprising youths of both sexes, and 
of all ranks, into the midst of our large towns, and 
seats of mining and manufacturing and commer- 
cial industry. Second: There is the profligate 
refuse of our country parishes, who find they 
can no longer dwell in the light where they 
are known, and who seek and find the dark- 
ness in the wildernesses and slums of our large 
cities. Third: Up to the time at which I write, 
the children of our sunken and sinking families 
have, in many cases, been suffered to grow up 
without being taught the simplest elements of 
education ; many of them have grown to maturity, 
and never have been within the walls of a school. 
Reflect on the fact that the recent Royal Commis- 
sion found 90,000 fit for attendance at school, and 
yet attending none, hi our once edv\<i^t^d vv^^<5s«^V 
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Continually I have been told by dying young 
persons, that all the teaching they ever got was in 
prison. They never were in a church. They knew 
nothing of Jesus Christ — never heard the name, 
except in oaths at drunken fightings. Fourth : The 
success which our Lord is pleased to give to the 
preaching of His gospel, and to other subsidiary ap- 
pliances, tends to keep down the social, moral, and 
physical status of the locality. Many of the sunken 
are persons of superior talents, skill, and, in many 
instances, of superior education. When recovered 
out of the snare of Satan, they readily find employ- 
ment, they earn good wages, they rent better dwell- 
ings, and remove not only to streets convenient to 
their employment, but even to suburban houses. 
They leave the wonted dark dens to be tenanted 
by those mentioned under our second cause above, 
and keep the poor territorial labourers ever begin- 
ning, never done. Other causes might be mentioned, 
but these are sufficient to account for the fact that 
the harvest is as plenteous as ever. Our suburban 
dwellings are promptly and plentifully supplied with 
churches and ministers ; but not so our densely popu- 
Jated centres — the streets, lanes, and closes — where 
eeethe and sink our plebeian femiUes. In many 
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instances still, all they can count on is tie visit of 
the hard-wrought, borne-down, and ill-paid, there- 
fore unappreciated, city-missionary, while gin-palaces 
are supplied in abundance; yet, as if these were not 
enough, shebeens abound as subsidiary appliances. 
Meanwhile, sensational periodical pollutions are 
devoured by those that can read, especially on the 
Lord's day, and ritualistic and Roman Catholic 
men and women are paid by our blinded aristocracy 
to pauperise and proselytise our families, and to 
baptise their infant children. Now all I ask, on 
the part of our Christian ministers and people, is to 
emulate their zeal, to be as zealous for Christ as 
they are for Antichrist — to hold up not only the 
forms but the power of godliness ; to hold up instead 
of priestly and Church authority our Lord Jesus 
Christ ; and instead of sacramentarianism. Him 
crucified. I am satisfied that, in as far as well-meaning 
but easy-going friends and brethren have declined 
from Bible principles as eloquently expounded 
and enforced by Dr Chalmers, though more popular 
and pleasant, their efforts have been struck with 
impotency — they have pauperised the poor into a 
more hopeless imbecility, and far from intending 
it, by not accepting their money and d^&^i.wsx^'^ssj^ 
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self-help, by gorging them with lordly soirees, and 
clothing them with pauper uniforms, they have 
widened the gulf already ominously great between 
the more privileged and the hard-toiled and sore- 
pressed millions of our population. More than 
ever, at the close of a lifetime among them, I implore 
our rich Christian friends to meet them as fellow- 
creatures of the same species, as equally entitled 
with themselves to a place in our Father's house 
and to a seat at our Lord's table, as capable with 
head and hands and heart to fight their own battle, 
to win their own bread by their own honest labour, 
to walk by day and lie down at night in no pauper 
covering, but in that clothing which their richer 
brethren gave them every opportunity, every faci- 
lity, every encouragement to win. True, there are 
the widows and the fatherless — the destitute aged 
and infirm, numerous enough— all the more numer- 
ous because Dr Chalmers's territorial plan is so 
much ignored. In respect to such, let the generous 
and well-conditioned adopt at least one family of 
such in their district ; not to dole out so much a 
week, but to teach them and their children or 
grandchildren that doing well they may count on 
them as friends. Let eac\\ vidtoY invito the little 
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ones to his or her own house, ask them to read a 
little if possible, praise their progress, promise to 
pay the next quarter at school if the teacher certify 
their regular attendance and diligence, and the S. S. 
teacher and minister the same at Church ; impress 
on them that all this is not out of pity to them 
as paupers, but as gifts to such as do well ; and 
thus you cannot but succeed in being the means of 
rearing, not sneaking beggarly paupers, but honest 
and industrious men and women. 

Kely on it, the poor, especially the Scotch poor, 
are sharp and shrewd ; they scorn to make them- 
selves and children toythings to play with by 
ladies and gentlemen, as they do with their fav- 
ourite dogs and horses ; they do sorely want a 
friend, and when they find him, grasp him to their 
heart; and when they see his face and hear his 
voice, though ready to faint in their sore life-battle, 
they gather courage and take heart again. Who 
would not toil much, as in the sight of the Lord 
Jesus Christ, to make such women and such men? 
Let us return to our first love and do our first 
works. Let us, while we rejoice at all scriptural 
organisations and monster gatherings, and guard 
against saying one word to de\ii^c\«^ \}cv^sas.^ ^sst 
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the young or for the old, not depend t)n them as 
enough; they are comparatively easy and in some 
respects pleasant to flesh and blood: they are at 
most but fishing with the fly, while territorial- 
ism is deep-sea fishing ; they do not deal with 
families as families, with man as man, with every 
man. Let it be ours all the more, when now 
we have an association for improving the condition 
of the poor, and a national compulsory Act for edu- 
cation, gird up the loins of our minds, and by prayer 
and pains set ourselves to help all our fellow- 
countrymen to be again a godly, a churchgoing, a 
sober, an industrious, and a prosperous population. 
Thus shall we cease to be a set of sectarian antago- 
nisms in our several Churches, wasting time and 
treasure and talents in fighting to the death upon 
points of principle which our perishing brethren 
cannot know, and perhaps would be none the 
better though they knew them. Oh at length 
let us be all things to all men that by any 
means we may save some. Let no one say we de- 
preciate first and fundamental principles — no, we 
yield to no man to our latest breath to testify to 
the principal point — the Gospel of the grace of 
God, to glory in the Cross oi C\im\), \*q Twmitain 
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His glory in all as Prophet, Priest, and King of His 
Church — as her Creator and Head, her Eansom, 
Righteousness, and Life — Governor among the 
nations to this very end, Lord of all. But surely 
life is short ; the millions are perishing while we 
sink to the low platform of maligning Christian 
brethren. Surely we have professors enough and 
others to repel the foe and to maintain the cre- 
denda of our faith; let us who are called Ministers 
of the Word, officebearers and members, be what we 
are called — let us rise to the high places of the 
field; let us publicly, and from house to house, 
proclaim to the people all the words of this life. 
If all who claim the Christian name were worthy, 
each could adopt one family as his charge, deal 
with each as brothers with brothers, see that the 
children are regularly at school, that these children 
learn what the gospel is by the life we lead, and 
then by God's blessing, in a generation, our non- 
churchgoing, our sunken and dangerous classes 
would be a thing of the past. Look at the United 
States ; they receive the reftise of Europe and the 
ends of the earth, and by living aggressive Chris- 
tianity on the part of ministers, office-bearers, and 
people, they have less of a bft&tlascL wii^-^<^^ 
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population than London, Glasgow, Edinburgh. 
While we protest on platforms, and testify to tenets 
as obsolete as preadamite conformations, they live 
and work out the grand commission — ^preach the 
gospel to every creature. We close our course 
with this word, that we have found our success in 
avoiding foolish and unlearned questions, because 
profitless and vain ; in remembering that "the servant 
of the Lord must not strive, but be patient toward 
all men, apt to teach, in meekness instructing those 
that oppose themselves, if peradventure Grod may 
give them repentance to the acknowledging of the 
truth." 

We withdraw, in a great measure, out of the 
ranks, prematurely infirm and worn out : but if 
by our life and labours, confirmed by this closing 
appeal, we help to turn the faces of rich and poor 
towards each other, by all turning to the Lord, 
we shall bless Him that we have not lived in 
vain. 
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THOMAS MANTON ON FAMILY RELIGION. 

pHEISTIAN EEADEE, I cannot suppose thee 
^ to be such a stranger in England as to be 
ignorant of the general complaint concerning the 
decay of the power of Godliness, and more espe- 
cially of the great corruption of youtL Wherever 
thou goest, thou wilt hear men crying out of bad 
children and bad servants ; whereas, indeed, the 
source of the mischief must be sought a little 
higher : it is bad parents and bad masters that 
make* bad children and bad servants ; and we 
cannot blame so much their untowardness, as our 
own negligence in their education. 

The devil hath a great spite at the kingdom of 
Christ, and he knoweth no such compendious way to 
crush it in the egg, as by the perversion of youth, 
and supplanting of family duties. He striketh at 
all those duties which are public in the assemblies 
of the saints ; but these are too well g;uarded \\^ 
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itiii mtUttmi mjimfXwta and djin^ cinc^ '^ J«sis 
Christ, an that he riiould er«r hope ttilalhr lo sub- 
vert and undermine them. But at £oiiilf datis 
lie fftriketh with the mote sofioeaB; beciBBP die 
iniititution m not m ^olenm^ and the pnctioe not 
¥4i iterioiMly and eonaciaitioiisty r^uded as ii 
whould be, and the omiwicm not so liaUe to 
notice and public cenmiie. BeUgion was first 
hatclted in &milie«, and there the derfl aededi to 
cruifh it The families; of the patriarchs were all tibe 
churcbeM God ha^l in the world for tiie time ; and 
therefore (I suppose) when Cain went oat from 
Adam'n family, he \& said to go out from the fi^e 
of the Lord, Gen. iv. 16. Now, the devil knoweth 
tliat this i«( a blow at the root, and a ready way to 
prevent the 8ucce«8ion of churches : if he can sub- 
vert families, other societies and communities will 
not long flourish and subsist with any power and 
vigour; for there is the stock from whence they 
are supplied both for the present and future. 

For the present : A family is the seminary of 

Church and State ; and if children be not well 

principled there, all miscarrieth : a fault in the 

first concoction is not mended in the second; if 

youth be hrcA ill in the family, tlvey ^rove ill in 
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Church and cominpn wealth ; there is the first mak- 
ing or marring, and the presage of their future 
lives to be thence taken, Prov. xx. 11. By family 
discipline, officers are trained up for the Church, 
1 Tim. iii. 4, one that ruleth well his ovm house, &c.; 
and thei*e are men bred up in subjection and obedi- 
ence. It is noted, Acts xxi. 5, that the disciples 
brought Paul on his way with their wives and 
children ; their children probably are mentioned, 
to intimate, that their parents would, by their own 
example and affectionate farewell to Paul, breed 
them up in a way of reverence and respect to the 
pastors of the Church. 

For the future : It is comfortable, certainly, to see 
a thriving nursery of young plants, and to have 
hopes that God shall have a people to serve Him 
when we are dead and gone : the people of God 
comforted themselves in that^ Psahn cii. 28, " The 
children of thy servants shall cmtinue" &c. 

Upon all these considerations, how careful should 
ministers and parents be to train up young ones 
whilst they are yet pliable, and, like wax, capable of 
any lorm and impression, in the knowledge and fear 
of God ; and betimes to instil the principles of our 
most holy faith, as they are drawn into a siLoti ^vm^ 
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in catechisms, and so altogether laid in the view 
of conscience ! Surely these seeds of truth planted 
in the field of memory, if they work nothing else, 
will at least be a great check and bridle to them, 
and, as the casting in of cold water doth stay the 
boiling of the pot, somewhat allay the fervours of 
youthful lusts and passions. 

I had, upon entreaty, resolved to recommend to 
thee with the greatest earnestness the work of 
catechising, and, as a meet help, the usefulness of 
this book, as thus printed with the Scriptures at 
large : but meeting with a private letter of a very 
learned and godly divine, wherein that work is 
excellently done to my hand, I shaU make bold to 
transcribe a part of it, and oflfer it to public view. 

The author having bewailed the great distrac- 
tions, corruptions, and divisions that are in the 
Church, he thus represents the cause and cure: 
"Among others, a principal cause of these mischiefs 
is the great and common neglect of the governors 
of families,, in the discharge of that duty which 
they owe to God for the souls that are under their 
charge, especially in teaching them the doctrine of 
Christianity. Families are societies that must be 
sanctiBed to Oo(\, as well as CVvMielves \ and the 
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governors of them have as truly a charge of the 
souls that are therein, as pastors have of the 
churches. But, alas, how little is this considered 
or regarded! But while negligent ministers are 
(deservedly) cast out of their places, the negligent 
masters of families take themselves to be almost 
blameless. They offer their children to God in 
baptism, and there they promise to teach them the 
doctrine of the gospel, and bring them up in the 
nurture of the Lord ; but they easily promise, and 
easily break it; and educate their children for the 
world and the flesh, although they have renounced 
these, and dedicated them to God. This covenant- 
breaking with God, and betraying the souls of their 
children to the devil, must lie heavily on them 
here or hereafter. They beget children, and keep 
families, merely for the world and the flesh: but 
little consider what a charge is committed to them, 
and what it is to bring up a child for God, and 
govern a family as a sanctified society. 

" how sweetly and successfully would the work 
of God go on, if we would but all join together in 
our several places to promote it! Men need not 
then run without sending, to be preachers; but they 
might find that part of the work tliait \iR^\csv^'^\5a.\R» 
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them to be enough for them, and to be the best that 
they can be employed in. Especially women should 
be careful of this duty; because as they are most 
about their children, and have early and frequent 
opportunities to instruct them, so this is the prin- 
cipal service they can do to God in this world, being 
restrained from more public work. And doubtless 
many an excellent magistrate hath been sent into 
the commonwealth, and many an excellent pastor 
into the Church, and many a precious saint to 
heaven, through the happy preparations of a holy 
education, perhaps by a woman that thought herself 
useless and unserviceable to the Church. Would 
parents but begin betimes, and labour to affect the 
hearts of their children with the great matters of 
everlasting life, and to acquaint them with the sub- 
stance of the doctrine of Christ, and, when they find 
in them the knowledge and love of Christ, would 
bring them then to the pastors of the Church to 
be tried, confirmed, and admitted to the further 
privileges of the Church, what happy, well-ordered 
Churches might we have ! Then one pastor need 
not be put to do the work of two or three hun- 
dred or thousand governors of families, even to 
teach their children those pimdi^lea which they 
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should have taught long before; nor should we be 
put to preach to so many miserable ignorant souls, 
that be not prepared by education to understand 
us; nor should we have need to shut out so many 
from holy communion upon the account of ignor- 
ance, that yet have not the grace to feel and lament 
it, nor the wit and patience to wait in a learning 
state, till they are ready to be fellow-citizens with 
the saints, and of the household of God. But now 
they come to us with aged self-conceitedness, being 
past children, and yet worse than children still; 
having the ignorance of children, but being over- 
grown the teachableness of children; and think 
themselves wise, yea, wise enough to quarrel with 
the wisest of their teachers, because they have lived 
long enough to have been wise, and the evidence 
of their knowledge is their aged ignorance; and 
they are readier to flee in our faces for church privi- 
leges, than to learn of us, and obey our instructions, 
till they are prepared for them, that they may do 
them good; like snappish curs that will snap us by 
the fingers for their meat, and snatch it out of our 
hands; and not like children, that stay till we give 
it them. Parents have so used them to be unruly, 
that ministers have to deal but with, too few Vso^NSw^i 
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unruly. And it is for want of this laying the foun- 
dation well at first, that professors themselves are 
so ignorant as most are, and that so many, espe- 
cially of the younger sort, do swallow down almost 
any error that is oflfered them, and follow any sect 
of dividers that will entice them, so it be but done 
with earnestness and plausibility. For, alas ! though 
by the grace of God their hearts may be changed in 
an hour (whenever they understand but the essen- 
tials of the faith), yet their understandings must 
have time and diligence to furnish them with such 
knowledge as must stablish them, and fortify them 
against deceits. Upon these, and many the like con- 
siderations, we should entreat all Christian families 
to take more pains in this necessary work, and to 
get better acquainted with the substance of Chris- 
tianity. And, to that end (taking along some mov- 
ing treatises to awake the heart), I know not what 
work should be fitter for their use than that com- 
piled by the Assembly at Westminster; a synod 
of as godly, judicious divines (notwithstanding all 
the bitter words which they have received from dis- 
contented and self- conceited men), I verily think, 
as ever England saw. Though they had the unhap- 
pinesa to be employed in calaioitous times, when 
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the noise of war did stop men's ears, and the 
.licentiousness of wars did set every wanton tongue 
and pen at liberty to reproach them, and the pro- 
secution and event of those wars did exasperate 
partial discontented men to dishonour themselves by 
seeking to dishonour them ; I dare say, if in the 
days of old, when councils were in power and 
account, they had had but such a council of bishops, 
as this of presbyters was, the fame of it for learning 
and holiness, and all ministerial abilities, would, 
with very great honour, have been transmitted to 
posterity. 

" I do therefore desire that all masters of families 
would first study well this work themselves, and 
then teach it their children and servants, accor- 
ding to their several capacities. And if they once 
understand these grounds of religion, they wiU be 
able to read other books more understandingly, 
and hear sermons more profitably, and confer more 
judiciously, and hold fast the doctrine of Christ 
more firmly, than ever you are like to do by any other 
course. First, let them read and learn the Shorter 
Catechism, and next the larger; and lastly, read the 
Confession of Faith." 

Thus far he, whose name 1 eihsJX cotvc^'^ V^^^-^^ 
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the excellency of the matter and present style will 

easily discover him), because I have published it 

without his privity and consent, though, I hope, 

not against his liking and approbation, I shall add 

no more, but that I am, thy servant, in the Lord's 

work, 

Thomas Manton. 



*, * Prp fixed to the Confession of Faith of the Church 
q/Bcoiland, Edinburgh : JoHustoue, Huuter, <& Co. 
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DR CHALMERS'S TERRITORIAL CHURCH, 

WEST PORT. 

Abstract op Tbeasurer's Accounts for the 
Year ending 15th March 1873. 

INCOME. 
1. To Balance on hand last year, £209 2 7 
Less Amount funded with Heri- 
table Security Association . 200 



II. Sustentation Fund. 

1. Minister's Fund . 

2. Schoohnaster's Fund 



£211 17 

8 7 



III. Special Collections. 

1. Foreign Missions . 

2. Home do. 

3. Colonial do. . 

4. Continental do. 

5. Presbyterial Manse Fund 

6. Disruption Ministers' do. 

7. Conversion of Jews 

8. Colleges .... 

9. Armenian Mission 

10. Indian Girl, by. Sabbath Scholars 6 

11. Young Men's Fellowship Associ- 

ation . . . . 1 



7 
5 



£14 3 


5 


3 





1 10 





1 





1 10 





1 





3 10 





1 





3 11 


3 


PS 6 






£9 2 7 



220 5 



3 7 



Carry forward, 



£ai ^ *i ^^i> 1 -X 
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Brought forward, £37 8 3 £229 7 7 
12. Royal Infirmary . . . 11 
*13. Coals fo^ the Poor . . . 4 11 5 

52 19 8 

rv. Congregational. 

1. Seat-Offer- /May, £91 16 Oi ,q^ ^^ ^ 

ings, iNov.; 96 oM^l^ ^ 

2. Ordinary Church-Door Col- 

lections .... 141 9 4 

3. Donation from a Friend . 10 

4. Interest on £200 Funded, 

and Bank Account . . 8 7 7 

347 12 11 

V. Mansb. 

Water Trust Annuity f <ir Manse, 
Feu, &c. . .' . . 11 15 -3 

. 11 15 3 

£641 15 5 
EXPENDTTCRE, — ^— — 

SUSTENTATION FUND. 

Paid General Treasurer . . jg220 5 

Special Collections. 

1. Paid Treasurer of Free Church 

for its various Schemes . £26 13 5 

2. Armenian Mission . . 3 11 3 

3. Maggie Tasker at Madras 

Mission 6 

4. Young Men's Fellowship As- 

sociation 13 7 

5. Royal Infirmary . . . 11 
*6. Association for Coals, &c., for 

the Poor 4 11 5 

52 19 8 

Carryforward, £273 4 8 

* The Ladies* Association have expended for Coals, &c., to 
tlie Poor, £22, of which the abo\e a.mo\xti\,^aa^«£\.. 
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Brought forward, . £273 4 8 
CONOREOATIONAL. 

1. Supplementary Stipend . £200 

2. Church Officer, Cleaning, &c. 25 

3. Precentor . . . . 20 

4. Communion Expenses . . 16 14 4 

5. Vacation Allowance . . 10 

6. Presbytery, Synod, and Assembly 

Dues 5 2 7 

7. Printing and other Expenses 5 13 9 

8. Kepairs, Bates, Gas, and Coal 14 18 11 



Manse. 

Feu Duty .... 
Insurances, Taxes, and Riepairs 

Balance. 

Cash in Bank 

Cash in hands of Treasurer . 



£4 


6 


4 


11 


5 


5 


£54 


7 


5 


1 


2 






297 9 7 



15 11 9 



55 9 5 
£041 15 5 



Total Income for the year . £632 12 10 
Total Expenditure for the Year 586 6 

We, the undersigned, have compared the Treasurer's Cash 
Book and Vouchers, and have found the same correct. 

GEO. FEimiE, Elder, ) 



Mr is now employed as Missionary. He con- 

ducts public worship in the Burgh Court Room, in the fore- 
noon, for Children and such as are as yet without Sabbath 
clothes, and in the evening, likewise, of every Lord's Day, in 
the Large Schoolroom, besides visiting and holding district 
prayer meetings, assisted by Of&ce-\>edx«t^ «xA"^««Jc>^sce»>"^oSft. 
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great acceptance. Public worship continuefi to be conducted 
also in the Court-Boom, on the evening of Sabbath, by one of 
the Elders. An Adult Class is conducted by the Minister on 
the evening of every Lord's day. Sabbath Classes are also 
held for children in the Schoolroom and Court Room, by nearly 
forty male and female teachers. Mr Bobertson superintends 
the former, and Mr Wm. Forsyth the latter. 

The Young Men's Fellowship Association meets every Sab- 
bath morning — some of the members giving themselves to 
Sabbath School Teaching, District Visiting, Tract Distribution, 
and other good works. 

The Library is open for exchanging books every Wednesday 
evening, at 9 o'clock — Mr Bobertson, Teacher, labrarian. 

The Savings' Bank is open every Saturday evening, between 
7 and 8 o'clock, efficiently conducted by Mr Bob^tson and 
three Assistants. 

The Day School, for L[ifant, Lidustrial, and Juvenile 
Instruction, is prosperous, under the management of Mr 
Bobertson and Two Assistants, and Miss Bobertson and 
three Assistants. 

About £130 have been expended during the year on local 
Missions and Education. These expenses are met mostly by 
subscriptions from friends, and rents from Johnston's Land. 

The labours of the Bible Woman's Association, and the 
Free Templars' Total Abstinence Society, though not under 
the control of the Deacons' Court, deserve honourable mention. 
Prayer on the part of the people of the Lord, for His blessing 
on these varied meanS| is earnestly implored. 
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Author of * Noble Rirers,' etc CrcMm 8ra Ulnstrated. 

8. Ethel Libtob ; or, The Ferersham Temper. By A. E. W., 

Author of ' Newlyn House.' Crown Sro. Ulnstrated. 

9. Bats op Light ; or. Church-Themes and life-Problems. By 

the Eev. John Philip, M.A. Extra foolscap Sro. 
10. SczAXBB DB l'Obmb : A Tale of France in Huguenot Times. 
By H. O. Crown Sro. Blustrated. 

J. H. d: CO.'S FIVE SHTLIiINaS BSBIBSS- 

Handiomdy bound in doth, riddy gilt side and edga. 

1. The Cbildbbb's Hour Amkdal. First Series. 656 pp. 

extra foolscap Sro. 60 Illustrations. 

2. Do. Do. Second Series. 640 pp. extra foolscap Sro. 
70 Illustrations. 

8. Do. Do. Third Series. 640 pp. extra foolscap Sto. 

70 Illustrations. 
4. Do. Do. Fourth Series. 640 pp. extra foolscap Sro. 

60 Illustrations. 
6. Do. Do. Fifth Series. 640 pp. extra foolscap Sto. 

60 Illustrations. 

6. Do. Do. Sixth Series. 640 pp. extra foolscap Sto. 
60 Illustrations. 

7. Sketches op Sobipturb Charaoters. By the Bev. Andrew 

Thomson, D.D. Crown Svo. Illustrated. 

8. Stars of Earth ; or, Wild Flowers of the -Months. By Leigh 

Page. Crown Sro. With original Illustrations by Author. 
0. Elijah, the Desert Prophet : A Biography. By the Bev. 
U. T. Howat. Crown Svo. Illustrated. 

10. Chapters in thb Life op Elsie Ellis : A Tale. By Hetty 

Bowman. Crown Svo. Illustrated. 

11. The Diart of Nakkbttb Damfier. By Anna J. Buckland, 

Author of ' Noble Rirers,' etc. Crown Svo. Illustrated. 

12. Ethel Likton ; or, The Feversham Temper. By A. £. W., 

Author of ' Newlyn House.' Crown Svo. Illustrated. 
18. Bdzanme OB l'Obmb : A Tale of France in Huguenot Times. 
Bf JL Q. Crown Svo. Illustrated. 



fc 



Johnstone^ Hunter^ & Co.^ Edinburgh, 9 



MISCELLANEOUS WORKS. 
Aathorised Standards of the Free Chnrch of Scot- 

land: Being the Westminster Confession of Faith 
and other Documents. Published by authority of 
the General Assembly. Demy 12mo, cloth limp, -£016 

Cloth Boards, - - * - 1 8 



Superior Edition, printed on Superfine Paper, 



extra cloth, bevelled boards, antique, - - 8 
Full calf, lettered, antique, - - 5 



Brodie (Rev. JameSi A.M.) The Antiquity and 
Nature of Man : A Reply to Sir Charles Lyell's 
Recent work. Extra foolscap 8yo, cloth, - - 2 



Papers Offered for Discnssion at the 



Meeting of the British Association at Dundee. 

Extra foolscap 8vo, boards, - - - 1 



The Rational Creation : An Inqniry into 



the Nature and Classification of Rational Creatures, 
and the Government which God exercises over 
them. Crown Svo, cloth, - - - ft 

An Inquiry into the Apocal]rpse, with an 



Endeavour to ascertain our Present Position on the 

Chart of Time. Royal Svo, sewed, - - 2 

Memoir of Annie M'Donald ChiistiOi a 



Self-taught Cottager. Demy ISmo, cloth, - 1 6 



Our Present Position on the Chart of Time, 



as Revealed in the Word of God. Enlarged Edition. 
Extra foolscap Svo, - - •. - 1 
Cloth, - - • .016 



Bums (Rev. George, D.D.) Prayers for the Use of 

Sabbatfk Schools. ISmo, sewed, - - 4 

Calvin's Treatise on Relics. With an Introductory 

Dissertation on Image Worship and other Super- 
stitions in the Roman Catholic and Russo-Greek 
Churches. By the late Count Valerian Krasinski. 
Extra foolscap Svo, cloth, . . - - 2 6 
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Cateebiimft— 

Thb lJtniBLT*s Sbobtse Catscsism ; with Befer- 
eoees to the Seriptore PtooCl DobtISibo, 
•tftehed, - . .£0 f% 

Ths Amb«blt*s toOKTKE CATBonsic ; friUi (RaJi- 
et$ed) Proobfroai Scripture at fiill length ; also 
with Additional Scriptare Beferences, selected 
from Boston, naher, M, Henry, Patenon, Yin- 
centy and othen. Demy ISmo, stitched, - 1 

Thb ABSEMBLfa LABasm Catbchism ; with (Itali- 
ci$ed) Troaft from Scriptare at fall length. 
Demy 12mo, sewed, - - - 6 

Catbchum op thb ISnoKMCKS or Bbtbai.bd Bbu- 
oiOM, with a few Preliminary Questions on 
Natural Beligion. By William f erne, D.D., 
Kileooqohar. ISmo, stitched, . - 4 

Catkchism oh Baptism : in which are considered 
iU Natare, ito Sabjecte, and the Obligations 
resolting from it By the late Henry Grey, 
D.D., Edinburgh. 18mo, stitched, - - 6 

Thb Chiu/b Fibst Catbchism. 48mo, stitched, - 0^ 

Shobt Catbchism pob Yodho Childbbh. By the 

Ber. John Brown, Haddington. 32mo, stitched, 0| 

Plaih Catbchism pob Childbbh. By the Ber. 

Matthew Henry. 18mo, stitched, - - 1 

Firrr Qubstiow oohcbbhuio thb Lbaoino Doo- 

TBIVE8 ABD DDTIBS OP THE OOSPBL ; with 

Scriptare Answers and Parallel Texts. For the 
use of Sabbath Schools. 18mo, stitched, - 1 

FoBM OP Examination bepobb thb Commukioh. 
Ajjproyed by the General Assembly af the Kirk 
of Scotland (1592), and appointed to be read in 
Families and Schools ; with Proofs from Scrip- 
ture (commonly known as ' Craig's CatecbismJ" 
With a Becommendatory Note by the Bey. vr 
Candlish, Ber. Alexander Moody Stuart, and 
Ber. Dr Horatius Bonar. 18mo, stitched, - 1 

Thb Mothkb's Catbchism; beipg a Preparatory 
Help for the Young and Ignorant, to their 
easier understanding The Assembly's Shorter 
Catechism. By the Ber. John Willison, Bun- 
dee. 82mo, stitched, - - - 0| 

Watts' (Db Isaac) JursNiLB Historical Catb- 

CHISMS OP THB OLD AND NbW TbSTAMBNTS J 

with Numerous Scripture Beferences, and a 
Belectloa ot RjmhM. Demy 18mo, stitched, - 1 
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Catechisms— Ctonttnued. 

, A SoBiPTURB Catechism, Historical and Doctrinal, 
for the use of Schools and Families. By John 
Whitecross, Author of ' Anecdotes on the 
Shorter Catechism/ etc. 18mo, stitched, - £0 1 

A Summary of Christian Doctrines and Duties ; 
being the Westminster Assembly's Shorter 
Catechism, without the Questions, with Mar- 
ginal References. Foolscap 8vo, stitched, - 1 

Christian Treasury (The) Voltunes 1845 to 1860. 

16 Volumes. Royal 8to, cloth— each - - 6 

A complete Set will be forwarded to any part of 
the country, carriage paid, on receipt of £3 : Ss. 

Volumes 1861 to 1871. 

Super-royal cloth, green and gold — each - - 6 6 

Cloud of Witnesses (A) for the Boyal.Prerogatives 

of Jesus Christ : Being the Last Speeches and Tes- 
timonies of those who have Suffered for the Truth 
in Scotland since the year 1680. A New Edition, 
with Explanatory and Historical Notes, by the Rev. 
J. H. Thomson. Printed on Toned Paper, with 
Full-Page Illustrations. Demy 8vo, cloth extra, - 7 

«-^^— ^^ Calf, antique, red edges, • - 15 

Confession of Faith (The), agreed upon at the 

Assembly of Divines at Westminster. Complete 
Edition, with the Italics of the elegant Quarto 
Edition of 1658 restored. (Authorised Edition.) 
Demy 12mo, cloth limp, - - - 1 3 

Cloth boards, - - - 1 6 

Roan, sprinkled edges, . - - 1 9 

Roan, gilt edges, - - -020 



Superior Edition, printed on Superfine Pape^, 



extra cloth, bevelled boards, antique, - -086 

Full calf, lettered, antique, - -050 



Without the oth^ Documents. Demy 12ino, 



stitched, ,- *. • - .000 

Dill (Edward. Marcus, A.M., M.D.) The Mystery 
Solved ; or, Ireland's Miseries ; Their Grand Cause 
and Cure. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, - - - 2 6 

The Gathering Storm ; or, Britain's 

Romeward Career: A Warning and Appeal to 

British Protestants. Foolscap 8vo, cloth, .010 
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Family Prayers for Four Weeks. Edited by the 
Rev. John Hall, D.D., New York. Extra foolscap 
8vo, cloth, - - - - - £0 2 

Family Prayers for Working Men (for Two Weeks). 

By Ministers of various Evangelical Denoroi nations. 
Edited, with a Preface, by the Rev. John Hall, D.D., 
New Tork. Extra foolscap 8vo, stiffened boards, - 
Limp cloth, - - - - C 9 

Fleming (Bev. Bobert). The Bise and Fall of 

Papacy. Reprinted fh>m the Edition of 1701, with 
a Pre&£e by the late .Rev. Thos. Thomson. Extra 
foolscap 8vo, sewed, - - - - 1 

Cloth, - - - - 1 6 

Forbes (Bev. Bobert, A.M.) Digest of Bnles and 

Procedure in the Inferior Courts of the Free Church 
of Scotland. With Appendix, embracing a Minis- 
terial Manual, and also containing Forms and 
Documents. Third Edition, Revised. Extra fool- 
scap Svo, cloth, . . . - 8 6 

Habit; with Special Beference to the Formation ^ 

of a Virtuous Character. An Address to Students. 
By Bums Thomson. With a Recommendatory Note 
by the late Professor Miller. Second Edition, Re> 
vised. ISmo, . . . - 2 

Handbook and Index to the Principal Acts of 

Assembly of the Free Church of Scotland— 1843- 
1868. By a Minister of the Free Church of Scot- 
land. Extra foolscap 8vo, cloth, . - 2 6 

Hunter (James J.) Historical Notices of Lady 

Tester's Church and Parish, Edinburgh. Compiled 
from Authentic Sources. Extra foolscap Svo, cloth. 
Printed on Toned Paper, - - - 2 6 

Hymns for the Use of Sabbath Schools and 

Bible Classes. Selected by a Committee of Cjergy- 

men. Boyal 32mo, sewed, - - -COS 

Knitting Book of Counterpanes (A). With Dia- 

grams and Directions. By Mrs George Cupples, 
Author of ' The Stocking - Knitter's Manual.' 
Printed on Toned Paper, with Illuminated Cover. 
JBxtn foolscap 8vo, - • - -0.06 
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Meikle (Rev. Jas., D.D.) Coming Events. An 
Inquiry regarding the Three Prophetical Numbers 
of the last Chapter of DanieL Extra foolscap 8vo, 
cloth, . - - s . .£0 20 



The Battle of Armageddon ; and its Be- 



suits. An Exposition of the Sixth and Seventh 
Yials of the Apocalypse. And also an Inquiry re- 
garding the Commencement of the 1260 Symbolical 
Days. Crown 8vo, cloth, - - - 3 6 

The Edenic Dispensation. 



Foolscap 8vo, cloth, - - - - 3 6 

The Nature of the Mediatorial Dispen- 



sation. Crown Svo, cloth, - - -039 

The Administration of the Mediatorial 



Dispensation. Crown Svo, cloth, - - 3 6 

Miller (Rev. James N.) Prelacy Tried by the 

Word of God. With an Appendix on the Prelatic 
Argument from Church History. Foolscap* Svq, 
limp cloth, - - - - 1 

Miller (Professor Jas.) Physiology in Harmony 

with the Bible, respecting the Talue and Right 
Observance of the Sabbath. Royal 32mo, Ump cloth, 6 

MUSIC— 

The Treasury Hymnal. A Selection of Part 

Music, in the Ordinary Notation, with Instru- 
mental Accompaniment: the Hymns selected 
from Dr Bonar's ' Hymns of Faith and Hope.' 
The Letter-Note Method of Musical Notation is 
added as a help to young singers. Twenty-four 
Numbers. (For Contents, see J. H. & Co.'a 
separate ' List of Musical Publications.') Super- 
royal Svo — each - - - - 1 

Part I., Nos. 1 to 12, In Printed Wrapper, - 1 

Part IL, Nos. 13 to 24, in Printed Wrapper, 10 

The Whole Work complete. Cloth extra, 

gilt edges, - . . - 3 6 

The Children's Harmonist. A Series of Part 
Songs for the Family and the School-room. 
Harmonised, on the Letter-Note Method, for 
f)?wo Yoices, with a Bass Accompaniment By 
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llfiJSBLO— Continued. 

Dayid ColviUe, Authorpf 'The Letter -Note 
Singiog Method/ etc l^^ve Nambers. (For 
Contents, see J. ^ A Co. 'a separate 'List of 
llasical Publications.') 8aper-royall6mo — each £0 1 

The Whole Work complete. Oftth, lettered, 16 

Choral Hannony. Edited by David ColTille. 

A Selection ofMosIc, chiefly of an easy character, 
in Tocal Score, for the ose of Choral Societies, 
Classes, Schools, etc. Upwards of 130 Nambers 
published. (For Contents, see J. H. A Co.'s 
separate ' List of Musical Publications.') Royal 
8vo— each - - - - 1 

Nos. 1 to 16, in Illuminated Wrapper, 

stiffened, - - - - 1 

—^ Nos. 17 to 34^ in Illuminated Wrapper, 

stiffened,^ «> - - -010 

Nos. 35 to 60, in Illuminated Wrapper, 
stiffened, - . - - - 1 

VoU I. (SO Numbers), cloth boards, - 4 

Vol. n. (60 Numbers), cloth boards, - 4 

—^ Vols. III. and IV. — In proffreu. 

The Letter-Note Singing Method: Element- 

ary 9iyision, in Twenty-three Lessons. By 
David Colville. Boyal 8vo, sewed, - - 1 
Cloth, - - - - 1 6 

The Choral Guide ; being the Exercises con- 

taine^I in the foregoing Work. Two Parts, sold 
separately — each - - - - 3 

A Coarse of Elemefttary Practice in Vocal 

Music. For use in connection with any Method 
of Solmization. Composed and Arranged by 
David Colville. Two Parts— each - - 4 

A Graduated Course of Elementary Instruc- 
tion in Singing on the Letter-Note Method (by 
means of which any difficulty of learning to 
Sing from the common Notation can be easily 
overcome), in Twenty-six Lessons. By David 
Colville and George Uentley. Boyal 8vo, iu 
Wrapper, - -. - -010 

Clotb, . • -.016 
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tSJJBlO—Continutd. 

The Pupil's Handbook; b^g'tbe Exercises 

contained in the foregoing Work. For tlie use 
of Classes and Schools. Two Parts, sold sepa- 
rately—each ;,- - - - £0 8 

An Elementary Course of Practice in Vocal 

Music, with numerous Tables, Diagrams^ etc., 
and copious Examples of all the usual Times, 
Keys, and Changes of Keys. For use in con* 
nection with any Method of Solmization. By 
David Colville. Complete in Two Parts — each 4 

CoMUe's Choral School; A Collection of 

Easy Part Songs, Anthems, etc., in Tocal Score, 
for the use of Schools and Singing Classes. 
Arranged progressively, and forming a com- 
plete Course of Practice in Vocal Music. In 
Twenty Parts — each - - - - 4 

Pond (Professor Enoch, D.D.) The Seals Opefted; * 

or, The Apocalypse Explained for Bible Students. 

Crown 8vo, cloth, - - - - 3 6 

Rochdale Discourses. A Memorial Contribution 

by Clergymen connected with the Synod of the 
United Presbyterian Church in England. With a 
Preface by Professor John Cairns, D.D. Crown 
8vo, cloth, - . - . -060 

Sabbath School Tickets. A New Series. Beauti- 
fully Printed in Colours on Card Paper. Per Sheet 
— each - - - - -002 

Sheet No. 1.— The Attbibutes of Goo. 120 

Tickets. 
„ „ 2.— Tbb Titles of Ohkist. 120 

Tickets. 
„ „ 3.— The Pboverbs of Solomoh. 

No. 1. 60 Tickets. 
„ „ 4.— The Proverbs of Solomov. 

No. 2. 60 Tickets. 

Assorted Packets, - - - 6 

Bo. - - - 1 

Scots Worthies, The. By John Howie of Loch- 
goin. A New Edition. Edited by the Rev. W. H. 
Carslaw, M.A. Printed on Toned Paper, with 150 
Illustrations on Wood. Demy 8vo, cloth extra, - 7 

— — — Calf, antique, red edges, - - 16 
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Steele (James). A Manual of the Evidences of 
Christianity. Chiefly iat«Dcled for Young Parsons. 
18mo, cloth, - - - -£010 

Slocking-Enitter's Manual (The) : A Companion 

for the Work Table. By Mrs Georfre Copplcs. 
Author of the ' Knitting Book of CoonterpaneK.' 
Extra foolsctfp 8vo, Ulominated cov^, - - 6 

Sum of Saving Knowledge, The. Extracted from 

theWestminsterOonfession of Faith. Forthenaeof 

Bible Classes. Super-royal 32mo, stiffened boards, 4 

: Cloth limp, - - - - 6 

Thoughts on Intercessory Prayer. By a Lady. 

Royal 32mo, limp doth, - . -006 

Twelve British Birds. A Packet of Shimmated 

Reward Cardfl^ - - - .006 

Tytler (C. E. Fraser). The Seals and BoU of St 

John. Demy 8to, doth, - - • 7 6 



The Stractore of Prophecy and of the 



Apocalypse. Demy 8vo, cloth, - - 3 6 



The Apocalypse. 



Demy 8vo, cloth, • - . -060 

Watts' (Isaac, D.D.) Divine Songs for Children; 

with Scripture Proofs. For the use of Families and 

Schools. Square 32mo, sewed, - - - X 

Willison (Rev. John). Sacramental Meditations 
and Advices fw the ose of Commonicanta. Grown 
8to, doth, - - - - -0S6 

ICAGAZINSS— 

The CSizlstian Treasury: A Family IfiaoeOaiiy. 
Edited by Di Horatius Bonar. Sup»-n>yal Sra 

Weekly Numbers, Price One Penny. 
Monthly Parts, Price Sixpence. 

The Beformed Fresljytezian Magwdrm, 
PubUsbedU^Dthlj. DemySro. Pika 



